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TRAGEDY 


MESSALLINA 


| TFheRomanEmpereſle. 
As it hath beene Acted With gene 


rall applauſe divers times, by the Com- 
pany of his Majeities Revells. 
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DOPE EE HIS 


- HE RIGHT 
| HONOVRABLE 
AND TRYLYNOBLE 


MINDED, JOHN 


c A RT, VISCOVNT 
ROCHFORD, 


My Lord, 

SLE Our right Noble wil- 
OV gling mince (though 
BEFSY (erious occaſions could 
not permit you) to ſee 

1 this Tragedy Afed, emboldens 
me ( through the confidence 1 

A 4 haye 


« * - - 
a fee nr en: 


T he Epiſtle: 
havein your ſweet diſpolition) 


to preſent it unto you, the Heire | 
and Hojour of your Great and 


i 
i 


Noble Family : Emperatrici li- 


bide, periculoſiſſtma eſt, witneſle 
Paleria Meſſallina, her Luſt and 


Rulcoverdoating Majeſtic. This | 


teſtified by Fomes Hiſtorians, 
(Tacitus, Suetonns, Pliny , Plutarch 
and 7nvenall) the world{ unlefle 


among the crooked conditions | 


of the Envious) may (being ho- 
* neſtly opinionated ) perceive, 


chat the ſole Ayme of wy diſco. | 
very herein, no otherwiſe tends | 
thento ſeperate Souls From the | 


diſcovered Ewvill, the ſupprefli- | 


on of Yice, and exaltation of Vers 


| 


fue, fighe from ſinne for feare | 


of | 


| | 
- | conlidered in a Noble nature. The 
glorious Strumpet, ſparkling un 


' 
EY 


Dedicatory. | 
of Iudgement z which ſerioully 


. | beautie anddeſtrucicn can ne- 


ver have power to tempt: This - | 


Play upon the Stage, paſſed the 


'| generall applauſe as well of Ho- 
| norable Perſonages as others: 

| Andy hope1s,the peruſall will 
proveno lefle pleating ro your - | 
| Honour. Two paſlages are paſt, 
| the Srageand the Preſſe.nothing 
| Is abſent now burthe gentle ap- 
| probation of your Lordſhips 
| clemency to confirme the in. 
| deavour of him that truly is 


Your Loerdjhips trat 
Homoarer, 


Nathanzel Richards. 


| | 7 
SISSI OS 


To his worthy Friend, Mr. Na- 


thanael Richards, upon his 


well-written Tragedy of 
Meſſallins. 


Hen | beleld this RomanTrageiic, 
Where the mad finne of Luſt in Afajeflie 
And pow'r I ſaw attir'd,triumphancly, 
Guiding the Helme of doating loyeraignty 
To her owne Compaſſe; I was pleas'd withit, 
Cauſe things immodeſt,modeſtly were write. 
Net in 'Prodigioas Language that would ſtare 
Into the {heekes the ſaff rings of the heart, 
And fright a Bluſh intoa Feayour:tho 
Of late (ſhame to this Age) ſome have writ (0, 
Had yours beene ſuch,never ſhould Pen of mine 
(Poore though my Maſe) have lent you haltc a line, 
But now agen, recalling what you writ, 
How well adorn'd with words,and wrought with witz 
]'ke juſtifie the Language and the 7Plor 
Can neither caſt #perſion,nor ſpor 
On your cleane Fane ; But Apollo's Bayle 
Growes green upon your Brow © crevne your praiſe, 
'Thentor this Tragedy, ſecurely reſt, 
"I's current Cogne, and will endure the Teſt, 


Stephen Br adwell, -;« | 


a 
CGD eG 
To my true Friend Mr. Natha- | 


, nael Richards in due praiſe of 
his Tragedy of 11/al:na. 


ITE 


Riend, y'ave ſo wel limn'd Mc//allina's luſt 

T'were pity that the Peece (hould kiſſe the duſt 
Of darke Oblivion, you have (I confeflc) 
Apply'd a due Preſervativethe Preſſe. 
$ 'are nowſayl'd forth o'th Narrow Sra, the Stage, 
Into the wor{d's wide O:ean,w here the rage : 
;  OfCririciſme, it's urmoſt will extend | 
To buffet your new Barke:Bur feare not Friend, 
| She's ſo well builr,ſo ballac*c, (> well man'd | 
i With Plot, with Forme and Langage that ſhee'l ſtand | 
{{ The forme; and having plough'd the Seas paſſion, | - 
'' Will Anchor ſafe i*ch Rhode of approbation $ E-7 
| Where judgements equall hand ſhull moare her faft, 
And hang 2 Lawiell- Garland en her Maſte, $2 


Robert Davenport. 
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( ariſfimo amico Auttori im exjmiam 
Meſſalline Tragediam. 


R enter veneren veteres pinaere, ſed ecce 
Apparet Venus bis [apguimolenta,uigra. 
La/civos amplexa virorampleflitur enſom : 
Eſfera que vita, eſt bec fwribunde nece, 
Sic eadem viftrix,cadem que hbidiwis ultriv, 
| Meflallinazaitrixque ſuit ,ip/a ſuit, . 
' Dun moritur mala pays,oriiur pars,conjugis oillas 
Due ſuperat quamuy mors m utramgue furit, 
Cafta parens toties,queties fit adultera proles, 
Pugnat OF adutrſa cum pietate ſeeus : 
Dumgue ſcelu fugiens dat tergs, ſtat altera lugees, 
Et n:tuit niveopetiore purus bent, 
H 4c ubi ſunt verbis aptata,tragedia digna 
Illa eſt mprimi: ſcudis & illatua eff, 


70mg Cre ns 


Thoma Combes. 


! To his Friend Mr. Nathanael 


'' Richards ,upon his Tragedy 
f of Meſſallina. 


F it be pood to writethe erwth of i]| 


F And Pertues excellence,*isinthy sill A 
(ReſpeRed Friend) thynimble Scexes diſcover Ex 

| Romes luſ#-burnt Emp'reſſe and her vertuous Mother | Th 
Sotruly to the life z judgement may ſee, Ti 


(Praying this Peece 1 doe Rot flatter thee, 
Men here may reade Heaven's Art to chaſtiſe Luſt; |; 


Rich /ertue ina Play, ſoclearezno ruſt, I 
it) Bred by the ſqaint cy'd critickes conquering breach |S, 
bk Can ere defaceit 3 Meſſallina's death Ti 
Adds life unto the Stage; where thouJh ſhe dic Mi 
Defam'd;true juſtice crovencs this Tragedy, M 

Th 
Bid 


Fo. Robinſon, 


To my Friend the Author Mr; 
| Nathanael Richards on his Tragedy = 
| of A{:ſſalkna. 


For this thy Play (dewe Friend) I muft coyfee 
T by Plou; contriv'd with ſuch miterionſae 
As if Fate turn'd the Scene 3 thy Language can 
Expre/e thee a Divine aud Morrall Min, 
Tbe Muſicke of thy Numbers might entice 
Tive's gforious Harlotfrom her lu#-ſtuug viee. 
Thu #u to ſhew my juilgement, who will ſay 
That findes my approvation of this Play) 
1 want needefull knowledge 7 1t ſhall be 
Sufficient praiſe for me, I'can praiſe thee. 
Tis jncgemene to know judgement,end I figd 
Moft of our Playhouſe wits, are of my minde. 
Men gall them Cenſlrers a ſtocke of brothers, 
Thought wiſe by pray ſing «nd diſpray{ing others * 
Bid them write Playes themſelyes,& then you'l fogle *ey; 
They! ſay they cawt _ tim, yes time to foyle 'ex, 
T hou art above their aymes, who diſlites this 
Muft be a Goole,or Serpent :let him hiſſe. 
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To his worthy Friend My 


Nathanael Richards, upon his 
Tragedy of Meſſalins. 


BÞ=iold 2 Poet whaſe laborious Quill 

DiRates his Makers prayſc above the gkill 
Of cimes Ear/mninding Ldolls muddy Rraine 
(Baſe as th: things they immitrate)thy veine | 
{Approved fxiegd) ſtrikes dead the impious Times 
Adored Y.ces and high raiſed Crime s 
Which pulls ſwift vengegr6e downe 


thy labour'd ln 
Cucbs ue, crownes Verige, gold om drofic rchings 


ate Muſe 


Aſt gazinz eyes mayſecohy Anchor 

D-lig'ts.ig a conyerGongnot abuſe . 

Roms mightic Whore by thee adqracs the Stage: 

For to canner at to corcupt.this {ge . 

And they thaz(Meſſallins) thus pead ſeep 

Mut praiſe che Authors.candar,thriftie Bees 

Suck H any 01x ofwaeds, her 3Rions may 

Haye migacles for iſuc gt yobay : 

Your jogging conſciences char whilpering lay, 

Be ral'd by this, inftruR&ing (Tragicke) Play. 
Applaul that rappy wit wi10/e veins can flirre 
Religions thoughts,though in 4 Theator, 
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i The Adors N: anies 2 


Claudius Emperour— W ih ceriebjhe Sen: | 
Silizs chicte Favorice _ 
tothe Empreſſe, | — Chriflopher Goad, 


Saufellus chiefepf Counkll 

\to Stn and Ole ſolline F ohm Robinſen, 

om Ss $ Of rhe ſame fagtion and favorizes, : 4 

Menefter an aRor and Fayorite 

—_—_ dby the Empreſle. . m. Towſon. 
ontenzs 2 Knight in Rome ; 4 

defence vertuaully inclined. Fs R a, a. fn 

A 5 Brother nm ill. 5 > 

Vi 

pls rene _ [p Senators of weelion! Paton, 

S,lpitike of the ſame FaRion, | 

Narcifſua ; 

Pallas >Mingions roche rm of hi faing 

Califtus | 

Evodixs n Sakiier: 


Meſallins Emprefic.——— tohz Barret. . 

Lepida mother to Mefſalling —— Tho, loffles; 

Sylana wife to Silins — Mathias Morrhs. 

Vibidia —_— of the Veſtalls. I 

C alpharaia F | urtizan,. 

Hem and Stitch, two Panders. Sn 
Three murdered' Roman Dames. | 
Manutiugand Folio, Servants to Lepida] 

Three Spirits, : 

| Two feverall Antimaſques — and Backinall 


—_ EE) 


To ls condi, 


TP? writea7 ragedy is no ſuch eaſe 
As fome may thinke, '#.0ng /F whoa ther*s a diſeaſe 
Still of drſlike,cenſuring whit exe is writ | 
With ignorance ; onely 10 be thought a wit, 
[i Playes are like ſeverall meates, their ſFrange effeftls | 
þ So d:fferent prove, ſomt careleſly neglefi 
| #hat others long for, that which ſurfers thee, 
| Another ſayes tis ge01, grves life to me. | 
What's to be done ? the way toPieaſe jou all 
{ Requires an Art\paſt Magick naturall, 
Our beffexdeavows till with Comiek fare 
Have ſtriv'd to pleaſe; now alt our coſt andcare, 
Soares 0n the wines of labour'd induſirie; ( 
To feaſt your ſences with the Tragedy | 
Of Roman Mcfſallina,the Play bh new, 
And by Romes fam'd Hiſtorians confirm'd true. 
wehepe you'l not diſtaſte it,nor us blame, 
Where ſpots of life are ad to finnes ſhame. - 
Tell me I pray? can there be no content? 
To ſee high towrinyg finnes ja/? paniſhment 
And Vertues prayſe 3 inſatiale tuſt to ae, 
And cbaſt Dames ffar d unto Etetnitie s: 
Willnot this pleaſe ?if any anfwer no, 
T,let that ſoule and all the wortd to hnow, 
Tor loves the marke ht ayme at,af our might, 
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E THE 

TRAGEDY OF 

| Meſlallina; 

| TheRomanEmpreſle. . 


| — 


| ACT. 1, SCENE. r: 


Enter Silius reading in a Booke, 


Qla virtue vera nobilitas., | 

Vertue is 0n?ly true nobilitie, 

So ſpeakes our times beſt Tutor 
Seneca, 2; 

2B And 'tis divinely ſpoken, like 
himſclfe, 

True mlolophu for whar is'rto paan tba 

For to be borne noble,and ycr deraine 

'[h'ignoble mind of vices licengious will, 

Such no way are alide to nob]ecnefle. 

Times hellbred, baſe, ignoble gohle_ blood, 

Runnes chrofg lr his yeines,that3on]y great wot good. 

| Farce better live a priyate life with chee, a4 

{ Thou ſveete cowpanion to Well-minded many .. . 

Here's no ſeducing Pompe,ne clouds of vice, . 

Nor fogges of yanitic obſcures mans fight 

B 2 From 
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The Tragedy of 
Froni the direA to wayes direQly ill, | 
This ſcale confirme the ſequell of my life 


To immitate the good that thou preſents, 
oy” Fo Kifſeth the Bocke. 


i \ Enter Yalens and Proculin, 


Val. Still plodding at your. Book-fba)l we ne'r find 
You otherwiſe; Pox of this ſad mutt'ring 
To your ſelfe ; hang't up, *tis a diſcaſe ra 
Sweet alacritie,of all-rrue joviall x 
MindFto be abhord » come. — Offers to takeaway 


the Booke, 
Sil, Prethe difift. 
Pro, How (curvily this ſhewes , how ill in youy 
Thar Should be fram'd juſt of the times faſhion. 
Sil. Thats learningzand valour : or ſhovld be ſo 
Atleaſt; and norin outfides fond delight, 
Whercon Times Putfe-paſte cofily coxcombe,all 
His great little wit, and wealth, thinkes beſt beſtow'd 
To . ar his Miſtri's Eye ; whenall mans minde 
Should bend his courſe to follow virtues Reps. 
Pal, - Out upon't; drinke me and whore; thoſe are 
'Fhe yertues beſt,and beſt accepted *'mong 
Gallants of this age. £ 
Sil, Tiare gallant ſors, 
Silly and ſenſelefie ; whar's all che delight, 
"That ſeemes fo pleafmg to'the irchie whorer ? 
But like the Itch, ſcrarch't raw,tis ſtill the (orer 
*T will ſmart to purpaſe'; make youro find out 
An obſcure grave, cold as the ſnowy Alpes, 
T here, in a tiollow circle cf the nigh. 
Luſt breeds more cauſe of irroue then delight. 
Pro. Fie Cajus fieturn'd'Satire gainſt your friends, 
Sil, Alas yare blind thy friends, andT am ſorry. . 
; Va 


® » 


Meſſalina - 
' Pal. Piſhywer't not for ſparkling beauty,pretious 
woman, | 

Woman I ſay,that faire and winning creature, 
Whoſe nc'r to be reſiſted delicate touch, 

Divides us into all the ſweets of ſenſe, 

Wer't not for her, (glorious ſweet fac'd woman, ) 
Man makes no uſe of his Creation,: - 

What ſaies our Rowan phraſe, ] 

Sz non letaris vivers letabere nanquam. 

Leave then this puling ſtudy and be rul'd, 

Hang up Philoſophy that Seeane of ſorrow, 
Come £oc with me to beauties faire abode, 
Therezif you't make true tryall of your ſtrength, 
Let it be there impſloy'd 3 doe but' withſtand 
The catching beauticsthere,and (pighr of all 

T heir povverfull charmes and incantations 
Cone freely off, untainted with the: AQ, 
Forever lle abjure to b: ſeduc'd 

By the worlds quainte enticements 3 betake me 
Wholly co Philoſophy, and praftiſe 

The ſame in life, 

Pro. So ſhall Proculue: 

Sil, O were I ſure that ſworne you'd keepe, & not 
Infringe your yowes (though nable:wiſedome bids, 
To ſhunne the glorious ſtrumperslicoriſh ſnares.) 
You ſvone ſhould finde me ſudaine;dare to ſtand, 
The baites of whoorith fortitude unmoov'd, 

Val. Talke not but do't. 
Pro, Thevein conſiſts the Teft 
Cf compleat man. 
Sit. Then on this booke t1ke Oarh, 
Sweare that by all the good therein contain'd, 
And all that's good'the vertucs of true Man, 
Art my rexurne Hed from adultrate finne 
) B3 To 


The Tragedy of 

Tolive true friends to yertue ever after 
You ſhallpreyaile. 

Both, We (weare, 

Vall. So deepely (w-are | 
Thar may /dves thunder ſtrike when we forſake - * 
Our yowes. | 

$11, Tis well,lcad on; And it I ever prove 
Falſe to Sylara puniſh me great love. Egeunt, 


Exter Veyeria the Bawd,CalÞpureia, Hew 
and Stitch ,P andere. 


Bawd, Hey hoywhat Hew, Hem, Hem, what'Hem 
Hem. Here Miſtreſſe. (1 ſay. 
Bawd, Stitch,ohb $1itch. : | 
St. In your fide Madam, (> 
Bawd No Stitch,orethwart my heart,O T fat die, 
'T he bortle, the bortle,the bottle knaye the borrte, -- 
TY | | Shee drinkes, 
Cal. Doe doe drinke and be fatter Rill up with'r, / 
Why ſo my brave bundle of guts and garbiſh. 
| Bawd. I you may well ſay drinkt, well may I diink 
All forrove from my heart,for I thanke you 
Ten chonſand ſeſterces,this day is loft 
Toour viftorious Emprefle Meſalling 3 
» Witnefſe the Number five and ewentie, 
All in thecircuit of a day and night, 
And yet ſhes ready for a new delight, | 
Cal, $he way, for who-bur ſhee dares dot! .e like, 
For a poore ſubjcR,! alfe the number lerves, 


! 


* Meſſallina Claudy Cafaris conjux hane regalem exiſtiyans p4- 
lam elegit mid egrtamen nob1li fiimam'e proftitutis enciliam 
mercenarte flips eamgue dre ac nolte ſnperavit quinto ac vices 

. fmeconcubitu Plin.ltb, nocap, 62. © © 9 . 
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Meſſalinn 
On greateſt Queenes moſt ſervants ſill 2rtends, 
awd. Hadſt not proyocations to eriablerlee, 
Confe&ion of Cantharides,Diaſaterion Eringors, . 
Snailee, Oyſters, All1gant,and could not theſe .. 
Make thee hold out with fire and twentie # 
'Twas but a Forenoones Wet ke, a forenoones worke 
You paltrypuling,  * OS 
Cal. 1, 1n your young dayes, - a. Jy 
Bawd: In my young dayes, tell thee ſmall Floun- 
Old as T am and fat, I durſt yer wager, _ - 
To lay wwice the number of ſach ſbrimpes ag thee, - 
T har thev ſhould nee riſe more, * 7; x 
Cal. Yes with a Pox, _ ? 
I have ndtthe Court arr tokillmy lovers, _ 
Nor draw them on with'witchcraft,Circe#n charmes» 
Nor is it Juſt, but want makes me a traders - 
And thoſe T clipwirh, 1 muſt like at kaſts. <0 
Ler Romes braye Bmprelle do her liking, 
Stitch. T ſhe's a braye Roman dame indeed. 
Hem. _ thoſe Mad-dames are the. þeit doers 
Stitch, . 5. FOES 5c Po 
Cal. Calphurnia loithes varictie of men, 
Times big bone Animialls ſo apt to pleaſe, 
Th Empreſſe will whets not my appeute, . 
Beſides you know ]*me rot for durance, 
Wanting tle daily vifitsof beſt Doors, | 
To make me broths of diflolv'd.Pearte and Amber, 
Which well conſidered will not quit the coſt, | -- 
She wen the wager, l am glad Tloſt. | 


' 
4 a x . . 
OE. 


Bawd, Glad I have loſt | - 
Let me come to her,lle ci you Minkes,glad 
I have Joſt, and whichgoes neareſt my hears ; 
To raile,and noneto raile againſt bur tall 
Proper ind goodly able'men, calling 
B 4 Them 


TheTragedy of 

'T hem big- bond Animals,O blaſphemy. 
Why Phiſgng ; muſt Lerps phee rich incloathee, 
To ern a everpleaſing lweet, | 
Hony,and Supar candy delight ; which the 

traveſt high ſpiriccd gliſtering Ladies, 

\ Such as make Punies « their pettie Lords) 
Account thtirtteaven, their 6ncly happinelic, 

KWever butdiſcontented when they are 

Outof Aion ;.and ate you defeftive now 3 

Fallen out (forſoorth) with the felicitic 

You ſhu'd take'in man ; O molt abſurd, 

Not to be ſoffer'd utter'd,nor indur'd, 

Je is intollerable; ic is,it is it is, 

T hou muddy minded piece of miſchiefe it is. 

_ 81. HemMilttis, here comes qur fellow Pander 
The Lord Sayfelu,  , ._ aj | 

Hem. Allof 2 houſe,but nat all fellowes Stitch, 

And yet we hope to be Sir Pat\dets.; nay fince 
Great-one$be of that profeHion,and thrive ſo by ity 
Ir cannot chule bur be a brave profeſſion. 

, St, Oh, tis a good, | | 
A goodly brave profeſſion ;*tis the beſt, 

Beſt ſtreame ro {ith in,be ner lo impiouss 

Gold ftiles the r0yall villatne vertuom. 

Sauf. Here,here my moſt ptetious procurery 

Downe, and adore our royall Eopreſle, 
And me the meſſenger of cheſe glad ridings 3 

Proud is her highneffe of the wager wonnes 

Yer fcorning the advancage of the lofſe | 
Trebly return:s your owne, with a reward 
And figne of her hich faygur ever after, 

Ba, I hopther wightineſſe recciv'd content, 
And will make bold with my poore houſe hereafcer, 
Sauf. Yes,with your hls a lattle bold her oe. f 
Ss: 7 | FT) 


" CMefſallina 
| Silius eames bither ftrarght brought by his friends 
Palensand Procuius, your beſt wills worke, 
,To make him ſerve her pleaſure, 
Ba, Pleaſure her, | | 
What ? Silius a private gentleman of Rowe 
And be ſo grofle as not.co pleaſure her. 
Which of you gallants wu'd not pleaſure an 
Bmp'refe ;.that 2 man ſhould be fo very afor 
As not de,Oh 'twere abominable. 
Seuf. Bat hee's a man of preciſe abſtinence, 
And hardly will be drawne by any woman, 
Ba. Hoy day; not drawne by woman ſayd you, 
| Tf he come. here, he ſhall be hang'd and drawn, 
' Anddrydiawne to 3 not drawne by a woman? 
Gogs nigs that's fine ifaith., | 
Sewf. See, here they come prepar'd;l muſt withdraw 
For a more apt imployment, ſhew your skills, 


Women through luſ# and Hell will worke their wills. 
| Exit. 


. Exter Sil:us,Valens,Proculus, 


Pal, Come Sir,wee'l enter you, 

Sil, Moll certaine 
Jnto the divels yaulcing ſchoole ; where luſt 
In triumph rides or'e ſhame and innocence, 

' Am[notin Hell. 

P70. Obilly Silas. 
Cannot a ſweet ſhap'c gallanr like my ſclfe, 
Encer the houſe where Ye us veſtalls live 
But it muſt needs be Hell, ha, haha. 

Ba, Welcome Princely Spirits, 
Sweet faces, rich cloathes,and exquiſite bodies, 


Make you for eyer (my moſt curiovs clients) 
; : Pruriently 


_ —— ww ip 
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Pruriently;, pleaſing to the blood of beautie, "72 

Hem and Stitch ſome ſtooles and cuſhions quicke, * 
Sd, What have you brought me to yourSempſters 
Ba. Theſe are no idle perſons. -(houſc, 
Sil, Is this your Luſty kindred,ſweet pleaſurt 

Which anglcs ſoule s to hell, as men heoke fiſh; 

Izthis is he the bane of all devotion, Sek 

She whofe inticements rurnes weake men afrde 

From the right yay of vertue,throwing em downe * 

- Into the'culfe of all confuſton 5 | 
From whence me thinks thoſe dreadfullſoules I heare 
Nov at this inſtant curling of your Sex3 | 1 
Your figne affeQed trimings to entice © | 
Which itviþlicares che wretched mind of man | 
Cryivg with herrour 'gainft your impudence. 

O worhin, woman, thy beivirching motion, 
Fooles wiſedome,rczſbn,and blindsall devotion. 

Ba. Whar is the man detrated from his wits trO. | 
SH, Out thon devourer up of maiden heads 
Bz. Hoyda:,l a deyvurer of maiden heads, 
T hat (with joy be it ſpoken) I have not bad | 
A maidenhead theſe fiitie yeares. Ss | 
Vell. Prethee be tot rlus bitter unto ting @ | 
Poore neceſſary evils they pleafurc us, ' | (ſures, 
Sil, Out on your beaftly,your moſt ſenſcteſle plea- | 

That makes you reaſonl: ffc,efteeming belt | 

Thof things delight you moſt, 
Cal. O TI could ftand, 

My lifetime here to here this S:lizs raile. h 
Sil. Note bur the erid of all your luſtfull pleaſures , 
All breed diſeaſes,griefes, reproaches foule, - | 
Conſumption of the boily, and the ſoule, | 
Engender ſorrowes 3nd ſotiſhneſie, 
Forgers all prudence, growes moſt inſolent, 
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efſebins' 
| Breeds th* Epe t-þFe thar falling _—_ 
Begers murder,makes a man 1 divell, 
rs Ofrethrowes whole families,confounds the juſt,”_. 7M 
ſc, Foiſteth in children illigicimine, ' 
Cotrupes all humane ſweet ſocierie. it 
' Thevatious pathvof Huſt are-alkuncetn, A if 
| Her pleaſures —_ plagues che, ſcourge of heaven, |, 


| ; Enter aaa —_—— ettexding with _ 


Emp. Our (oyeraigne gobdir pleaſure unto kiolr* 
| Nonecagattaine bur valiane wen and wile. 
Sil. Oh, ', |. 8i{ fats onbu FR 
Emp. Silius thou ſhalt not fall ualeſle I fall, -- + 
Nor riſe withdtn me;we lovethae Cejus | 
Thou ſoule of mulicke breath, breath and enghane. 
ankle. 
' With thy delicieus Tones whille thus we bendg. !...\7 
And health our love mirtour of men to rhee, 
. Shedrim&s. 
Sil. Foelethw Tam thou haſt vndone thy (clte * 
| Keepe in my vere or this fiery rriall 
4, | Flames thee ro Cindars, 
1. | Emp. Filb&r tim, it prepar d; 2 | 
| Sauf, With deepeſt Arr. (draught 
Emp. Here pledge, and pledge freely, 2 heatry 
{As 1 beg#n) up withr; ſo t13 well, this; Sil.driaks. 
This fa; ling; pore, preciſe one gow is ftlenc'd, 
Conveigh him 20 our bed, Natures delight 
| Where when hc wakes he may admire and burne 
| Be madin love to pleaſure free in vs, 
\-Thanks Valers, and Proculus, Ceſar difpatche 
To Oſt ja,nee*t finde fic time to make you 
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Shine in glory,alt ſhall Gnde rich rewards: S 
| Exit Empere/e and Savfelln, I 
B4, May you for ever gliſter like the Sunne, I 

Val, Stiias y are ſnar'd; and we our wager yvonne. 

Ext 
Hoboyes. Enter Emperoar,Claudius, Mcſſalling . 
Narciſſus, Pallas, Califtus, Saujellus, 'C 

with attendance. : 


Emp. Swift nimble time the ſeaſon ofthe yeare | O 
(To offer ſacrifice unto the Gods) & 
Calls us with ſpeed from Royge to Hoftia, in 
Which our abſence, ſweergdeare then my life, , 

We dec implore, uſe all the carefull meanes | 
That may preſerve thar life and happineſſe 


Thy love affures us which if want of health 1D: 
Should date rhee joy 3'Ceſar were not himſelfs Ty 
Difaſter,griefes,diſeaſes pale and wan | It 
Wu'd make me marblc,ſuch is th*affiance,  ** wh 
The ſtrong perſwafion of that loye I beare uu 
To thee thou ftarre on carth my onely bliſſe 
Beare record heaven,blefic thou this parting ki{ſe. Te 

' . Exit Emperour.cum ſuk|** 

Meſſ. Farewell my life, my love,my royall,Foole | 

ShalJlove braine fop, dull ignorance adeiu, |. 
The kindeſt Cuckold woman ever knew, = 
Sawfellus draw nigh, ww 
Nove is the wiſkt for time to crowne delight : 
Turne.night to day and day into the night, F. 
Prepare for ftirring, Maſque,midnight revells D 


All rare yarietie to provoke defice 5 c 
Then haſte and ferch thoſe enyide Adamants | 5 
Rowe moſt admires for fooliſh chaſticie, Y 
When we have graſpt them here, ſurfeirs riot 


Meſſallins 
$l-all ſqueeſe their ſpungie yertue into vice] | 
Jn) If they deny to ccme,let yengeance fall 
Like to,that all devouring thunders flame 
nw. Which fierd the, world, be mercileſſe and kill; 
x4; Rome ſhall take notice, our incenſed blood, 
' Like to Meduſa's ſhallto Serpents turne, 
| Poys'ning the Azre,w here locallchaſtitic | 
Claymes leaſt:preheminence.. , '* - qd 
Sauf. Spoke like your ſelfe beyond thought excel- 
; O it becomes you-rarely ; thinke what you are 
: Allglory drofle is, in compariſon 
' Of that all rare ineflimable worth, 
You truly owe ; all aqmir'd beautie paſt, 
And that to come with full attraRive force 
| Haye fxe their lyely.charaQers int you. 
-Divin«ſt fairczearth breathes nor ſuch another, 
*Twere madnefle longer your delighrsro ſmother : 
;I'me fierd with joy to ſee your high blood free, 
Continue with epcreaſe,adde tame to flames. 
Burne High brighr glorious wonder of thy Sex, 
AR what your thoughts ſhall prompt too2T inall 
Am onely yours at whoſe commanding will 
:4/1le death and horrour wade to fave or kill, : 
| | 0 ffers togee, 
| Mefſ,, Stay er'c you goe reſolve us 3 what is that 
[Stagerites Name, he thar laſt night i'th play 
{Did perſonate the Part of Tr0ylas. 6 
' Sauf. Meneſter(glorious Empreſſe)thats his name; 
Mefſ. Menefter how that name works on my blood 
And like a violent T yde, (wells me with full 
DeGire to know the man 3 it muſt be ſo 
omwand him to attend cur will coniehe. 
{ Sauf. Know migbtie Queen I by yur looks perceiv'd 
| he graccfull ARor pleaſing roycureyes, FE 
all} : And 
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- Admit him chithes;be ſwitt.inxerurne, © Exit Sad, 


TheTruetty of 


And therefore already here incourr,[ 
Have prepar'd him, 
Meſſ. Diligent Sanfellus,[le ro my chamber, 


We long for change to feede on vyarieus fruit; 
Vp Meſalling Jet chy moumaine will 
T 00 long kept downe, flyto thy. tull deſire, 
Ue [ive io pleaſure chough I burnce inifire,. E #4, 
Enter Saufellus with a T 0th, Menefter folowigg, | 
Sauf. Come,comegcome,this war, fiohow I ſweat; 
This venery is a flirring bufineſley; | + - ' 
Remaine you here, Ile inſt3atly returne, * Ext, 
Men.My beart;that ne're-yer ſhrabk dey ins to throb, 
And my good Geaize whiſpers in wine catc 
A faire retreat;I am faite verarn'd, and yet 
1 waver doubrfull. \ 
Sauf. Faitunate Actor, | 
Now letthy beſt of action to the life ; 
Court Romes rare Ewp'refle to the height of pleaſ; wrey 
Muſter up all the powers of wan in tlice | 
To an united ſtrength, prepare 2 part 
Torawlh, pleaſure winne an Empretle hearc, 
Logke to't, prove active to yecld tull contenr, 
Qr elfc i ou dic, dica moſt thametull death, 
So ſpeed as you (hall pleaſe. Ext, 
- Mey. That's certaine death, 
LI chat in Pompeys,(pacious Theater 
Acted the noble vertues of true man, - 
When the fire piercing lmes (o much prevail'd, - + 
I felt a ſacred lamerunne throug/my brains, 
And in this Orb of mans circumference, 
My (cIfe at furious war within my felfe, 
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© Meſſatiyna 


} T hat ia my lifes ſweer ſequell, I ill Rriv'd 
Wreſtled with fleſh and blood to immitate 
| The good I then preſented, but now,a 

af Comard plague,or elſe ſome Fiend rais'd from the 

* Pitof fearc,hath all my goodneſle to a 
Period drept 3 and I like chaffe, blowne on this 
Wide wor [ds ſtage,am now to a&t my owne party 
Which muſt be vicious now,luſt Rune vicious 
' With, Komes majeſticke Emprefſe, whvuſe command 
Strikes dead in the refuſall,dead 5 a word 
Thar guakes even the moſt valiant He, chough leaſt 
Pupredlif by eſcape I thinke aiy ſelfe . 
Secure in ſome remote ſvile, her revenge 
Will with the ſzIfcſame firoake t! ere ſtrike me dead, 
'Mong petty emminent perſogs now tis 
Commonzrhen Princes cannot faile,their Armes 
' Are long and large,;compulſion bids me on 
Who cre ſhall reade mytory then ſhall ſay 
*Tis forc'd compulſion, and not rich reward, 

| No high Towt favourers made Menefter linnes 
re] * [nchanting earth's temptation 18 in vaine 

* He baſcly,baſely finnes that Gianes for gains. 

| If nor for gainegſhall I commir for feare, 

| For feare co die,I muſt,l will not, keepe 

| There my minde,and with chaſt fortitude 

| O be my barre to this [alciviows a, 
# Andcleayc meto the-Cenzerer'e I yeeld, 


Enter Mc ſſallra, 


! Your pardon glorious Empreſſes 
{ | Ther's ſomerhung in mie workes ſo pawerfull, 


mem ang 


Rag vim" mts 


vt, 
ob, 


_— 


+ Ee 


4 * Als lar gitianis aut ſpei magnitudine ſbi 1x neceſtitate 
8 Culpagns Tacigilib. 1 1. i 
a - -2:4 


The Tragedy of 
{ dare not, dare not yecld ta. your contene; 

" MeJ. How's this,dare not,is that anſwer for us 
Why foole,poore ſcumme of che Earth do'ſt knovy 
What tis to ſtop an Empreſle loftie will: 
Seuſellas,oerfhin there,a Guard gee'l learne 
You better manners,hoiſt him on the Racke, 

Enter Saufellus and Guard. 


| (not! 
To the Racke with him, teare limbe from limbe,dat! 
We will enforce thee wretch. | ; "+2 
| | They put him on the Rach! 
Sauf. O dog 3 nor doe ; ""_ 
Vp with the Snov ball,melt him,ſo,ſo,fo, 146 
AMefſ. Shill our high favours, (cquall to baſe and 
Mercinare Trulls)prove common put offs, 
What ſay you now Sir, 5 | 
Mon. ThatT am truly miſerable, weake, 
And vile,not being able to endure 
This corment,O let me downe;my paine, but 
Not my minde yeelds to your bed, I doe 
Conſent;conſent. | 
. Meſfſ., Ha,ha,doe you ſoSir ; | 
Let him dowae, and let him finde ſudaine cure 
Command our DoRers,feede him hot and high, 
Pleaſur's a Princefle full felicitie, | 
64: Fl Exit.M eff.) 


Men. Mans 2 weake Bulraſh 3 all his fortirude | © 
Britele ar beſt ; wicaelle theſe center'd,limbes, | - 
Witnefſethe Racke which rcares me from'thic ighr 
Of ſacred vertue; whoſe juſt anger nows | þ 
Like a dagyed wooer puts me off, | 
Bluſhing and deſpairing; keayen out of light ' 
Mans out of heact,all victues loſe their light. | © *- a 5 


Excenut WP 
ACT 


ACT. 2. SCENE, rn; 


Enter Lepidz in ber night attire with a Booke and 
| «lighted Taper. 


Lep.NMJY ſervants all are faſt *ris dead of night, 
; And yet ry reftletle ſenſes want their reſts 
arg! This was no: woat to be, tis wondrous ſtrange 
I feare (nor is't unh ke) my dauzhter,my 
>, Moſt ambitions, irreverent daughter, 
! Dead to good counlell,now in great Ceſars 
| Abſenceqmoſt apt for iil; rakes her full ighe 
4'} Tothelooſclite of all licenriouſnelſe, 
Noyw at this inſtant wrongs him, and that the 
{ Gods,whole eyes ſee blackeſt deeds ,doe fee and 
! Abhorre 3 attd therefore cavs'd me thus ro wake 
{ From dead ceſembling fleep:,topray 
| T'oppule her 11] with good, heavenT obay. | 
| A Bill rn gs as far off three Re- 
| man dames knocke withm. 
!  T. Open thedoore, O noble Lepila 
; Open the doore. _ . 
; Lep, Whar ill includes chis noyſe. 
| 2. Openchedoorc, O (ave us from the gripes 
F, | | Kok ig4'n2. 
| Of Rape and Ruine. 
| . Lep. [hat wasa woming yoyce moſt certaine 'twas, 
' I willno longer ftay you. Opens the doote. 
{ . 3- O ſave us from the Rape, death dopggs us: . 
At che hecles, 
| I. Ourparents and husbands flaine 
| } Tatheir beds this nig\t,have paydlifes forteir 
e For our eſcape. . -- 


T 
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2, For whom there is no hope I 
If ſhelrer'd not under your wings of ſafetie; f 
3+ She is your daughter that commands this il}, 
Lep. Woe is me wretch,accurſed be rhe time _ 
"That brought her forth;O may it ever be, 
For ever bard the ranke of bleſſed koures, 
Bell rings @s neere at hand, 
z, Harke, harke, they come,that fatall bell ring 
their, 
Approachzturne us to Ayre ſome whirlemind,er'e 
We periſh through ſpotted whoredome, 


Enter Sauf. the two Ruffant, and Baud, ' 


Sepf. O are you here, 

Ba. And have we found ycu out, 
O you abominable pitures of | 
Previſh vertue, ye thread bare thin cheek't chaſtitie,! 
Ye Puppets. | 

Lep. Iam 2maz'd,if from my daughter ſent, 
T<ll me ye fcightfull villaines her demand, | 

Sauf. Them there, whoſe palery puling honeſtic, | 
Merits no favour but a world of mſdeeke | 
They muſt [ive ar Courr. / 

Bg. "There to live,and brave, 2.43 

Hem. Tofhine in pearle,and gold flow in treaſure, 

Sr. Fed with delicious Cates,to ſwim in pleaſure.| 

Ba. Toft on the downy beds of dalliance, (breack, 

Lep. Peace hell bred higge, ſtop thy unhallow'd 

Savf. Dilpatch,reſolyc re goe or dic, (throat,, 

Lep. Then die, 

Arme you brave Reman Dames, Terreſtrial] lars» 
Arm'd with faire fortitude reſolve to die, [ 
That wteny'arc gone, I may locke up and ſee | 


: 
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Meſſolins 


| Your chaſt thought ſtarres in the Celeſtiall ſpheares} 


Is it not berrer die then live at courc? 

Rackt,torne and toſt on proud diſhonours wheele 

There to be whoor'd, your excellence defiFd, 

Rather be free, be free raze ſpirirs for 

Succeeding times to wonder at; ſpurne,ſpurne 

1n contempt ofdeath,at deaths baſe ſtrife, 

To die for vertue is a gloriou life, 

All. O bleſt encouragement. 
1. All arc ſo willing, ther's not one of us 

Wu'd wiſh to live, (o faireſt mind farewell, 

Behold welinke in love,thas arm'd to dic, 

Strike lays $, mount ſoules,fly tg ercrnitie. hild. 
Lep. Miſchieyous Monſters, O what have you don. 
Za, Take this, this, and this for me,ye Puppers 

Ofpurit/. Baud ſtabs at them with 

hb 7 hnife,and ixberges 
ing off is ſhut in by Le+ 
þ1da. 

| Trp, Wu'd you be gone ? 

Nay vou damb'd hell-hagge Vlepreſerye you ſafe 

Manutius Folio wake,wake from drowlie fleepe, _ 

Emit Lepida, 
Ba. How's this,lockt in, what the greart divell 


' Will become of me. Lepiaa within. 


Lep. Murder murder,what ho, Hanutius awake. 
Ba. How ſhe bawles,vengeance ſtop yous throat. 


Enter Lipids with her two Servants. 


, Lep, O ſee where murder'd chaftiticlies flaine, 
Vander my tragicke roofe this fatall night, 
Ser. Sad diſmall accident, 
Lep, Herc take this Baud, | 
C3 = 
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. She hatha large hand in thisimpiovs ac | 
\ Take, hang her by the beeles then let my dogs, 


Compell'd through unger tearegcate hee alive, 

I mult to Court there proſecure the teſt. Exit 
Ser. Remove thoſe bodies [le rake charge of this, 
O chou inſafferable Burch W hore,Bawd, *} 1 
Have 1cu beene aQor in this blouddy Scene * 
You ſhall be gnawne with dogges for't,totter'd | 

And pecccmeale torne, you ſhall you rotren | 

Stinking tuane of decay'd Lerchery you ſhall, 

Yer,I will ſec thee free, greaſe me now finely, 

Finely ith* Fiſt, you know the Art,mony 

W:ll corrupt, *tis beggery to be honeſt, | 
ba. Hold ther's my purſe,the better part is gold | 

Performe thy promiſe, I'k advance thy ftac | 

At Court promote tee, | 

Ser, To weare brave cioathes, A 

Ba, Rich,wondrous rich. 

Ser, And fl. all I havea wench. 

Ba. A very daintie device, a Springer, 
One chac (hall make thy conſtitucion curyer S 
And wiide about thee I1ke a Skeine of Silke 
Titcklegrickle, tickle thee my brave bully: 


Ser. Sayſt tt.ou ſogmy old motions procurer, Þ 
Goe thy wayes—ſtay—O wonderfull whats that *' 
There berwixt thy teeth, gape, ET 

He gags bi © 

Ba. Au,au,au, 

Ser. We muſt be honeſt here,nay you ſhall gce 
Not to be rickle,tickle,tickl'd, but 
'To be tarter'd with your heeles alotr 
Ts bc rotter,tortertorter'd my brave Bayid, © 
To be torter'd, Exeunt 


Exle! 


Meſſalius 
Enter Meſſaliina. 
MN. Meneſter, Valens,Proculus,notall 
No, not a world of Favorites can yeeld 


To us that frec delighe in dalliance which 
Silivs gives, he mult not live at Forum, 


Though it be neare at hand 'tis too farce oft 
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Calph:s 1rNta, 
Enter Cal; hurnia. 


Calph. Your highneſfle plealure, 
Meſſ. Cauſe Cajus, Siltzs to be fentfor fraight, 


. And ct Harmonius Muficks raviſhing Ayres, 


Breath our delight, : 
Calph, To your accompliſit viiſh. Exit,Cal, 
Meſſ. Circle me rou.d you Furies of the nighe, 

Daft atl your ficryluſt-ſtung Arrowes here, 

Maſe. 

Hereghere, let, Circe and the Syrens "Diemes, 

Poure their inchanrme nts; Monarch of flames, 

Fill with aluring poyſon theſe mine eyes 

T hat I may with te miltie ſoules of m-n, 

And ſend them tumbling to th' Acharuſian Fe n; 

*Twere an all ple.ſing obj: & unto-thee, -\:'* 

Thou great Arck-Ruter of the lowe Aby/eg 

Like to Cadmean Semele I wu'd burnc "Ing 

Rather tl;en want this my implor'd deſue, ,  »- 

And be conſum'd in thunder, ſmoake, and fire ; 

Ler petty Queenes dull appetite dread feare, 

Tie be wy (elfe Cole pleaſures Queene ia all, 

Ha;whars this ? ceaſe that Muſicke there, 

A ſvddaine ſirange and droufie heavinefle 

Enchants my tender e ycs ro cloſe their lights, 

Dornmait. 

C3 ; Enter 
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Enter three Furies with the A*rewes of 
Pride, Luſ#, and Murder. 


1. From tl'ofe blew flames burning djimme, 
Where black ſoules in ſulphure ſwimme, 
Darke infernall Den below, 
L ales oft horrour,paine and woe. 
3. From dread Thunder ſmoaking fire, 
We come. we flye at thy cefires 
3. To frethy mind, lewdly inclind, 
7. Todeeds unjuſt,marder and luſt, 
2. Dreaming ſc e,t theegat thee. | 
. Furies darr linnes potent night. | 
T, Sablc ſhafts of endlefle night. 
Eight Furjes dance an Ant 
ricke and depart, 
Meſſ«lina awahkes, 
Meſſ. Furies enough, Pine fully ſatisfide, 
A Piurifieof luſt runnes through wy veines 
] could graſpe withany. 
Enter Sil;as 
Sil. Me above all. | 
Meſſ. Othe unſonnded ſea of my delight ans 
In thee my Su, tis miraculous, | 
Incffable, never to be expreſt 
By learnings deep<ſt Arr. 
Sil. Glory of Queenes, 
Ceaſe toenchant with words that can ſo charme. 
Meſſ. And Scarfe about thy neck,my lvory Arme | 
Praiſe upon thy lips the Energie | 
Of (weer alurements,ſhoort into rhine eyes | 
Amorons glances ſtirring dalliance, | 
Embracements, paſſions, ſuch as ſhall beget 


Perperuall 


AMeſſalins 
Perpetuall appetite, thar all the gods 
May in bcholding emulate our joy, 
Enveloped with pleaſures (weeteſt ſweets, 
Ambro6fiack kiſſes thus Kiſe. 
$11. Delicare Ne@ar, 
Mef. Reduubled thus and thus. Ki/ſe agatn double 
Sil, O 1 am all Flame, 
A ſcorcht inchanred flame and I all burne 
To Cinders wich del1ght,debar'd ro quench 
Fervour with feryour, violentflame with flames. 

Meſſ. Thou art roo noble a ſubſtance to imbrace 

Thy wife Sy{aza, be Cudaine, kill her, 
She muſt not live, 

Sil. How cr 

Meſſ, Be not i2norant, 

* That fingular alone we muſt enjoy 
The freedome of thy body undebard 
Leaſt ler to pleaſure, by this 1 ciarme thee. 

Sth, O thar delicious melting kille prevyailes ; 
Sucks dry the ſwcetneffe of a ſoule diftreſt, 
Poylons my blood 2nd braine, and makes me apt 
To doe an outrage. I ſhould loathe to name : 

O if T er'e was gracions in your fight, Sil hneeles, 
Defiſt faire beauties abſtzaR, limplore; - 
Spur me not on to murders horrid a& 
Which[ ſhall ever rucy ler it ſufhſe, 
T'mc onelv yours,never Sy{larng's more 3 
Sworne a perpe:uall exile from her bed, 
Exit, Meſſalma, 
Vaniſh ſo ſoone, how wondrous ſtrange ſeemes this, 


Ke. 


* Nam in Caium Sil.um Tuveututy Remane pulcherrimmem its 
ex@ ſerat,ut Tunam fyllanem,nebilem faminam matrimenie e643 
exqwbaret vecuoque adulters potiretur, Tacit. Lib.il, 
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The Tragedy of 


Enter Meſallita with a Piſtol. 


Meſſ. Death and deſtruſtiqn ſatisfie my will 
Or cake't in thy boſome, me ujtctmmperate 
| Briefly reſolye, 
{+ Sil, Hold,be not ſoreſpeRleſie 
i Of him that loves you dearer then [ys life, 
[| Dreadleffe of death Ifſpeake it,what isdeath 3 
|: A bug to ſcarre th'ignoble cowards-minde + 
T ke valinntnevyer ; did the Fates conſpire 
And terrible death in the moſt horrid ſhape 
{ Irer'e put on. threat,deſpaire and ryine, *: 1 m7: 
Yer ir ſhould ne're aftrig ht the ſeule of Stlize 3 
Th'imparticnt ſudaine cau&of difcontent + , 
In your rare werth, onely tor ments me more * 
id Then w:re | rack't upon 1xtons wheele | 
To perpcruzue z be gracious then 
To him that dees repent,conffle his errour, 
4 SeaÞr. with this kifle, 
[! Mcf7. Did Lucius Cataline 
| Spare wife nor childe, for Oreſtj[[a« love, 
| And muſt our high boine {1vours be {light« d 
c Put of with bare perſwahyes, 
| Sil, Oh bepleav'd, | | 
1: Mieſſ. Letmighty Queencs, majcftick emminence | 
| In the high pitch of their ambitian learne 
| Of as to hate corivalls in their ic ye 
| Trampling the Torch of Hymeneel rites | 
| Ynder thcir fecte. 
| Sil, T he atiraRtive force | 
Of theſe amazing cyesrhoſe glorious lights | 
| 
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F:ixrin the Firmament of your {weet Free 
hall make me undergoe the worſt of ill, 
| I nough 
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effallin! 
Thouth with the forfeiture of life 1 n«zard 
A death moretercible then. Alcides was. 

Meſ. I loye thee now, like to a burning glaite 
Th'aſt fier'd afreth th'affe&ion of my mine ..!+; 

More violent then eyer ; be gone, be gone «+, 1 
Haſten $j{lanas dcath then come 10 Court, !-'-? Y; 
There the Emperiall Diadem of Rome * + }!:+ls +/+ | 
Dread[cfie of Ce/ar ſhall impale thy Front j.'Q: 1. 
* Like 1Jove and Tung m amwpriall knot,  -- 1» f 
Wee'l knit the bands of Hyaen, and out ſhine i + ; . 
The gloriqQus Tapers of the golden Sunne, .- ©;- 3 -, C 
Whirle through the ſtately, ttreers of (pacious RAne. -. 
Like gliftring ?bacton in an Orient ghaire,} --/-i- + | 
T Lat with the bare report, (wift fame ſhall lrike 
Amazement through the world Mon archall ſtate 
All-gazing eyes fixc on our rich attire 

Langwth jn dreames our ſtately ſtare admire. 

S:4. Raviſhr in thowghe panting amaz*d I'Jand | 
Ar your Farmonious ſpeech 'Emphaticalt. {7 - © 
Ambitions blood,like ro the Bankes of Nyte- . 
Or&flowes this Orbe of mans circumference, 
And points my aCions t]ius thejr way to ill . 
Aſpiring Armes Lavolto when they kill, © * Exit 

- "Preſenting bs naked 
Poniard. : 
Goe the influence of whoſe power ſtarres, 
Mounts thy imperiall lot toſer aloft | 
On the high Orbe of our aff. tion, 
T.ike the bright rifing oricneall Sun, 
When it lalutes Aurora; bove the choice 


_ 


* Mefſalina nemen matrimouy cums Cajo Selio-coucnpeoit ; of 
magni rudinem jrfamey cujus apud progiges drviſſinna vole 
8as oft Tacts, . 


Ot 


The Tragedy of 


Of five and rwentic Iove-like G animends, 
Who charm'd,and wrapt in wanton dalliance, 
Live fir'd with admuration; O pleting, 

More pleaſing (weet ro my in(3te deſire, 
Then was to Synow 1Uiows loftie fire. 

Meſſ. Shall Meſallias in her lomriſhing youth 
Like dull and came, Nobilitie live coopr, 
Confin'd and mew'd up fingular to one 3 

No Ce/ar no,t'were fooles Philoſophy, 

And I abjure*r ; there is no mufck in*r, 
Thoſe of our Sex the mindes of ſors contain* 
And are of no brave ſpirits that deny © 
Pleaſure, the heaven of my Idolatry. 


Etter Saufelu 2nd Lepila. 


Lep, Plagues yer unfele light on thee m'ſchicyous 


Slave,villane ,dog,murderer rot as thoulivelt. 


Meſſ.. Mother the cauſe of your diſtemprature. 
Lep. Murder in thee,jn thee thou wicked lmpe 


And that thy ſubſtitute by the ordain'd 
Gain(trhe-moſt noble mindes of chaſticie, 
Whole innocent blood like th' Aclantick ſea 


Lookes red with marder, and cries out to heaven 


For juſtice and reyenge z O hadfi chou tirſt 
Then beene the Anthor of fo foule a fat 
Made thy owne paſſage, happ, woman I. 


Meſ]. Beldame give or'e, or Ile dilclaime all 


ſmoothnefſe, 
Fher's nothing done that's wiſht undone by us. 
Lep. Iſt eyen ſozthen too too ill farewell 
Truths ſtory ſhall relare to after rimes 
My love to thee x hate tothy deſp'rate crimes, 


. 
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leſſallina 


MeſT. Pifh to your chamber dotard be adyisd, 
Sauf. Goe and a miſchicfe dambe you,and all your 
Putiſull Sex, 
Meſſ.. We doe commend thy care, 
loy 1th performance of our ſtrift command, 
Which ſhall from-hence forth ſtile thee favorite 
To vs, that will command thy fortunes riſe, 
Sauf. And all thoſe fortunes, favonrs, life and all, 


| Shall like an Ai[as undergoe the weight 
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Of your imperious will, be it coth? death 

Of Parents,maſſacre of all my kin, 

To exceede the divell,a& any fane. k 
Meff. For which we thus enſeame thee, Kiſſes hing 
Sauf, ,O Dulcey 

Divineſt goddefic whom my ſoule adores, 

Multiply that ſweet touch of rare delight, 

And from the Garden of Heſperides, 

Thoſe delicate delicious 1ubie lips, 

Make me immortall,quench, quench the burning heat 

Which l:ke'th'immoderate thirſt of Tantalus, 

(Scorching the medowes of my ſolid fleſh) 

Dries up the Rivers of my crimſon blood, 

And as the gaping tongue tide earth for raine 

Opens ker griefe,ſo in my lookes belald, 


View my diltrefſe;make me to live or die, 


Meſſ. Gralpe me Sauſe#u; lets haye a ſprighely 
dances 


| Swift footing apts my blood for dalliance. 


Sauf. Mulicke,rich muſicke theres O that my $kill 


' Could tranſcend mortall. 


| 


HMeſ. Tuihs wee'l accept thy will. 
D anice 4 Coranto. 


Per 


The Tragedy of 


Exter Lepidr, 
Seuf. What divel! ſends her back, ' 
AMeſſ. Piſh minde her not. (Giſmni'd 


Lep. Nature conſtraines me back, what though 
Shall I dc6t,O then ſhees loft for ever, wy 
Nd 3 I willbend with faireſt faire demeane. 
Tofaye her foule Ile make my foot my head, 
Mothers were Monſters elſe not truly bred, 
Give my Ipeech once more freedoume., 

. Me, You'l force usthirough unmaningrly exclaimes | 
To rcſt the ftriAnefe 6f our dread commint © + 
Lep. 1 come not beat with wrath, butty implore” 
On bended knees, with pznitcnrialFreares, * / 
T*appeale the Gods For thy full Sea of finne, 
Suchis a mothers love, and ſuch is mine; 
Prove thou my like, thy ſoule ſhall never fall 
Into thoſe damned finnes it nouriſhethh;”- 
Which I:k: a ponderous Argo/ey full fronghr, 
Cuft on the mountaine top of ſomebigge waves 
In the deſcent, falls on the fearcfull Rock 
And (plits in peeces. irrecoverible, | 
So fitall dear! upon the vvings of night 
Whirles the blacke ſoute in her tritmphant Car 
TotheTartarien vales ; where crown' in flames, 
Tumbling deſcend to dreadtu!] O-cus Cell, 
Thar marcile fly pit of bottomlefle deſpaire, 
To fry in ihole blew ffimes of teard for ever, 
In never ending endl« {> paine for ever; 
If moricrs teares were Cre of force to moves 
Lt thiſe of mine rake place 3 ſtrive to repent, | 
Thiake what a horrid thing it is to lee | 


Ly 


There | 


1s þ 


Aeſſallina 


There is feare above ws 3 feare ſtill beneath us, 
Feare r0:;nd about, and jet no feare within ”; 
Mecfſ". 1 doe begin ro mele, 
Lep. Heavens bl« ſlings on thee. ' 
Sauf And hells curſe on theeztis l:igh time to ſpeak; 
O be \ our ſelfe divineſt faire on carth, 
This idle ſuperſtitious le&uring 
Procceds of malicez what? to make you childe 
And ſlave to her dehres, 
Lip. O impious devill. 
Aſe/]. No more ,live and be thankfull. 
Exit. Me/[.and Savfel, 


% 


Lep Ha, homes that ? 
Live and be thankinli 5 am I then contemn'd 
Is all my labour in 1a mement loſt, 
Live and be thankfull ; ſure I doe but dreame, 
It cinnot be ,nawre avant it felfe 
Should (o rebc]l; O foole ,toole that I am 
With yainc boxe thas ro play the flitterer, 
Mos erumnar'um quies 3 n0rs omnibus fiolt. 
Diflulve the elaſſie pearles of mine cycsz 
1hat Nrobe-like T may conſume in tcares, . 
And neveimore behold da li-hr aven. 
Pith,all this is but ralke ; and talke 1 muſt, 
Fly trom me loule and turne my ear thro duſt, 
duſt I then live ro fre my dang hers ſhames 

Crack;crack poore heart; ſterne death ct fly thy dart, 
vend my {ad foule ro the El.qiumthades 
Thar there it might drinke Lethe, and forget 
It ever liv'd in this mortallicie, 
Parce diipatch 3 whcn,when Þ ſay:no, no, 

Falls aiftrafted. 

Then will | a& Medeas murg'ring pare 
Vpon my ſtaine af blood ; thar gods and men 
May lic and lang hes ,and plaudite my revenge, 


Ye 
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The Trazedy of 
Ye diſinall ſiſters of the facall night, 
Riſe,riſc, anddance hells roundelaies for joy; 
Rhamnaſa nds imployment for you all. 

Follo:v, follow, follow, follow, follow. 

Note with your grim aſpeQs the courts of Kings, 
See hovy the poluicke ſtateſman for his ends, 
Sits hammering miſchiefe;zand how Toad-like ſwels 4 
Bombaſte with creaſons riches ; (ce ther's luſt, 

Brave Madam, [uſt camptations painted where 
Divincly worſhipt by the baſtard brood 

Of knaves and fooles, 

Ye dread and irefull furies i' not true. 
Why then imploy your burriing whips of ſteele, 

L aſh with eternall laſhes grheregthere, there, 

Excellent Furics how you doe excell, 

So,ſo,ſo,ſo, tis holy day in hell, 
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Syllana drawne out upon a Bed as /leeping to whom | 
Silius with alight T or6h enters. 


| Sil. O har a fiery combate feeles my ſoute, 
The Gezius good and bad that waights on man, {| 
Shakes natures frame,trembles this Microcoſme, 
There vertue pleads for ſleeping innocence, 
For love,trne love,chaſt thoughts, and vertuous aQs | 
Which entertain'd within a conſtant breft 
Makes wan triumphant crown'd immortall bleſt. 
Bur O che pendrous plummets of blacke yice, 
Supprefſe thoſe pure imaginations, 
W hich breake like lightning onely for a flaſh, 
Wanting the true materiall co impe)], 
And to continue this falſe chocke of life | 
From its exorbitant courſe ;ſuch [ike are 
Majeſticke tidle, and che Empcefſe, _ | 
" 


© 


Meſ[allina 
That unpeer"dexcellence,bewitching dalliance} 


{ Soule of temptation ſweete, ſo charmes all ſenſe, 


els 


1'y 


Vertve I loath,like politick ſtates whoſe good 
Depends on il}, worke their attempts in blood. 
Sjla. O my aftrighted ſoule art thou there ſweets 
Then am 1 ſafe 5 t'was bur a dreame I lee, 
A waking waiking in my fleepe wherein, 
Me thought I ſay neare to 2 River fide, 
Twoloyely Turtles fir, like mornein Mays 
Acorn'd with all rl e glories of the Spring, 
Their loves to cither ſcem'd roſywpathize, 
And with fuch fc ber chaſtitie connex, 
Tl at thexr two hearts (as truc loves ever ſhould, 
Like fire and heate inleperate a like) 
Shew'd like the ſplendor of a hearr that liv'd 
In ſacred flames;n unexringuiſht flames 
Of chaſt deſires, free from the taintid ſpot 
Ofpetulent dalliance, till cemprations ſnare 
Appcar'd Partherope likezthat with ker charmes 
Work'r ſo «ffeRuall on the Turtle Male, 
He (like Troy. brebrand,falfly chat forſooke 
Vnpitied Geron) not alone content, 
Alone forlorre, t'abjure bis lovely mate, 
But back retwin'd his black intents ro further, 
And to the beight ef]uſt he added murther 
The very thovg|t ſcem'd daggersto wy breſt, 
That with the feare 1 wakt, 
Sil. To fleepe thy laſt, 
Preſents his lomard 
ro her, 
Sy]. Light of my life how's that ? 
Sil, Briefly this g 
T'le be your dreames expcſitor thou muſt dies * 
Die by kl is |:andathis fatal) inftrumcne _ 
( 


f The Trdieay of 
| | ; Nar muſt T ſeeme to yeeld a flave to previe. þ 
[7 *jl. Sure,ſure 1 dtearne,dreame iti} ,ifnot rel],0 
Tell memy better (elfe, whole killing words, 
Wounds crueller then deathzwhar cauſe, whar offene 
Whar ill defert in mezthat wrong 'd you never, 
Thc Gods me witnefle beare, | 
$4. Tis for no faulcſuſtain'd on thy behalte, 
N.3 tis the Emprefle Doome. 
Syl, She; nay then, | 
| $41. *T1s thee ; that mod<ell of creation, 
[+ Mult through thy death participate alone ; 
| All thac is man 1g me ; And te that end 
Wilifweeteſt concord of diſcording patts, 
Ouc {ings the Syrens, fiers this manſon 
Wich haut, Ambition, Romes unperia[l crownes 
find therefore I muſt kill; or ell< torgoc | 
All choſe bright thining glorics,wlich what foole | 
' Would be fo nice. j 
: Sl. Is chere then no hope, 
T1t Nocaomforc,no remorſe S mult I depare 
| \\ cre I ſhall never fee thy face agen» 


Never behold thoſe joyes, which Hymens Rites 
Vere wont to crowne with ine loves tlamcs, 
Is there no remedy. 


CD hs 


; Farewell vaine wor'd, my life is ſuch 2 toy, 
8 I will vor vith to live, abate thee joy. 
118 Yet cr'e | gaeggrant this oae courteſic, 

* Tis the [iſt kindnef{c you ſhall ever give» 


| Place gainſt my heart thy deadly poinced ſteele, 

So,now farewell ; death is for me moſt meets, 

| Strike ſure and home, due forzive thee (weet, 

| Sit. Braydly reſoly'd,and 1'le performe thy will | 
i 4s barely chus, Pretending a violent ſiab ht | 
| flmgs away the Poniard. | 

ſ: Net | 
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HMeſſallina, 


Not to be Emp'*cour of tlie ſpacious earth, 
Liveglive Syllaza free, 


Syl. Iſt poſhible, 


Tyixc feare and hope ſtiucke through with deepe 


amaze 
I waver doubtfull, 

Sil. Ccale admiration p 
And be ſure ot this, though 1 muſt confeſle 
I hither came Arm'd with atull intent 
To take thy life, yet SrFranc'r thall adde 
To his libidinovs life, a maurdercrs name. 
Of ills, "tis ever beſt, the worft to ſl1:mne, 
by murders murdercrs ſoules are 0ft us done 5 
I with [ were farre better then | am, 

* But (lince withovt my molt 1ffui ed ruine 
It cannot be; bring ſo faire ingag'd 
Into the Emprefle tavour,I mult on 
Make uſe of tome deviſe cloakr with deceir, 
That farre beyond perſwalton may enforce 
Thy deat! s b.leefe. 
$yl, Kill, O kill me rather, 
Be not far crueller to thy (elie then death 
To pur to aZzard on (o ſlight a ground 
Thy life for mine 3 I know c'1e Emp'reſle 
Thar ifleaſt notice of my lite ſhe hearc, 
Not iretull Nemefisin ſwift reyenge ; 
Could be more ſpecdy, 
Sil, Piſh,I will fo worke | 
You ſhall nor neede to feare,therefore as | 
At court with my continuance muſt make way 


* Neque Sslius fiagttis ant periculs neſecins eral ; fed certo fi 
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The Traztdy of 
To 6leare ſuſpe& 3 uſe you the matter {0 
Among your noble Family rehereby 
Argos ey'd Exvie deſcrie mie not ; 1 
Shall ſecurely live dreadletle of danger. 

Syl. Though vou had ſtruck my body full of 

wounnds | 

And] (nwvive,m . fierce revenne fhould be 
Good againſt i]|, how to preſerve your 1:fe. 

Sil, T Wart the true Emblem of a perfc & wife, 
For whoſe rate vertue,from my ſoule I wiſh 
All bus bands were the ſame,ig that right way 
A perte& husband truly ought to be, 
W hich ſince in me (ordain'd by powerfull Fatc) 
Never to be ayoyded backward runnes, 
Ler wy recurfien from thy mindexpell, 
T hat Serpent foe to Jife; (ad grietes extreme, 
As nh vaine in being remedilefle, and 
Therefore ſhunne it , paticnt conjuence 
Is the calme of trouble, beſt cure gainſt care, 
Gives grearneſle beſt content in meane eſtate, 
Why toe 1 then (like Godleſ{t villains) tell, 
The way t heaven, yet lead the path to hell. 
Mindes that w:itl monnt intoſuperiour ſtate, 
Climbe miſchiefcs Ladder , vertuows attions hate, 
Yet iſt not ſo with S1lizz ; I doe love 
Thoſe vertues in another,though 1 wane 
The like performance ; nor Gall my high ayme, 
Rais'd on advancements top doe me more good, 
Then c<h'injoyning free from the a& of blood, 
But I protra@ delay, ther's danger in't ; 
Video meliora,proboque, deteriora Sequor, 
Never was man ſo infinitely 
Bewitchr, charm'd,andinchanted as is Caima 
Stliue,to leave aconſant wife ; farewe)!, 


Meſſaltins: 


Ve muſt part, ' 
$yl. Muſt,muſt, O wretched word ot 
Miſchieyous command 3 muſt we part. | 
Sil, We muſt ; nay prechee weepe not ſweet; 
Syt. Cy like drops of raine ſhower on 7 
ſoule, 
O thit I might pare dying in thine armes, 
Sil Farewell, 
Szl, Farewell. 
Sil. 'Teares want their remedy, 
T here is no riying,2ainſt our deltinicg | 
Exennt. 


| ACT. 3. SCENE. r. 


Enter 41044 Mela, 


Mela, 

* brother gone to exile and There, | 
|* * Soncare the Empreſſe Court, the Court of ſhare, 
' Where mil: hiefes hwurely breed; hovy ſtrange ſcepaes 

this, | 

[ have a will tofollow, yet T want 
My wills performance z nve that 1 am ficke, 
Wanting,or limbes,os libertic z which begars 
| More ſtrange immaginations,vet all Icans = 
'Comes ſhore ro guefſe th'inſcrucable meaning 

hat thus deteines me here,in vaine, 111 yainey 

he more I ſtrive my ſenſes I confound, 
Me [hem givc ir ©'re2 ſaluce thy mocher _ 
| D: | 
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The Tragedy of 
And reſt, reſt while thy poore diflraRed minde 
Vpon the wings of chought rakes flight and tlic 
Fly co the lland cf Cortyrathere, $: 
I.carne the ſoulcs comfort ſwee te Philoſophy, - 
What infinite good tis to contemplare heayen, 
For tv that end the life of man is given, 


Enter Montanus in diſguiſe. 


Aon Prove proſperous my deliyne upon this 
Brother tothe bunthrt Sencea» 

Arc you cought Sir? | 
Snatcheth Mela's Smwal 
from vehind him, 

Mel. Ha, villaine whatart 101, 

Mon. A murderer and villaine, O Sir, 

'T1s the beſt thriving trade and beſt imployd 
*Gainſt ſuch malevolent Saty1ifls +8 you. 
You that are a{l for yerrue, a mcere word, L 
Wien indeede ther's no ſuch thing; ſay ti.cre be | 1 
None truly loves it but dies beggerly. (ſouf 7 

Mel. Slave, rather diſpatch me then torment wif 5 
With thy envenomr'd (coffes 'gainſt that that is | 
Moſt rare,moft excellcut, 

Aon. A little more, 
Andthen T'le ſpeede you, excellent Ladies 
Cannor diſable with a charming ſpell, 
(A trick of wit,a humour that they have) 
Husbands they not affc&; making free way | 
For Atlas backy to leape their lovely lappes, 
Burt your Satyricali cenſure ſtraight muſt paſſes 4 


— Fw.” FF ]_H Er . 


"T'ones pride's ſcabd-hammd Raſcalls,and the 
Miſchicfcs yeneriall Trulls; theſe are finc tearme 
Pray who made you a cenſurer of manners, 
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7 Oſlave, 


HMeſſallina 


Mon. T'upbraid ſuch emminent perſons 
What madneſle durſt theI:ke, deſery'ſt nor death, 
Yes, yet your life is ſafe, paſſe bur your voyy 


' T'embrace a beautie I ſhall bring you co, 


(More delicate cl:en was the Spartan Queene) 

One that ſhall pay Jarge tribute night by night, 

Give thee thy weight in gold for cach delight. 
Mel, Not I, I yeeld my body merccnary ſlave 


\ Toluſt and lucre, no, though mines of go!d 


' She could give oftner then thoſe wiorith lookes 
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Women take pride in,tobewitch mens ſoules3 

Firlt partch't ro Cinders, *gainft the burning Zone, 

Be buried quicke ; all rorments poſlible, 

{Stretcht on the Tenters of invention) 

I gladly would (mcRt willingly) endure 

E re thy ſoule killing proffers eaters here, 
Mon, No? (me 
Mel. Piſh,for my death, ther's too much mon in 


' Tofeare (oflcight a ſcratch; let it come, 


out 


| 


d 


l 


I will no budg a fonre ſtrike faire and home, 
T is better die then live to live anjuſt, 


| Slave toth'unſounded Sea of womani iuſt, 


Aon. Arc you ſo confident, haye at you fry 
Offers to runne at him 
end flings downe the 
IVeapones 
Your love,vour loves tis anely thar I ſecke 
I amno villaine, though I ſeem'd in ſhow 
Bur one that fearefull in theſe dangerous times 
For torctainc a friend ; lcd on by hope 
Of your faire life, whomeenvie in your foes 
Reports ne |flcof zcaus'd me through diſguiſe, 
To put to tryall your unvalued worth, 
| D ; Which 
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Which bevend man T find of ſuch pure mold, 
Sun-like your vertuesoutſhine pureſt gold. 

Oct, Beleeye me Sir ther's ne ſuch thing in mc 
Worthy your leaſt Encomium. 5 

Aon. But there is | 
A miracle, which but in me in part, 
Through friendſhips deare reſpe& incorporate. 


= — A _ key 


' And you ſhall binde me everlaſtingly 


Tobleſſe the houre we met, 

Mel. As T am flow, 
"To friendſhips confidence (as tis requiſite I 
Forevy'ry one zand yet once enter'd 1n 
Aﬀe& ſtabilitie,judge you the ſame, f 1 
A man that truly ſenſarive well knowes, \ 
Vertue to be but meerely 2djeive ; 
Wanting that ſoveraigne ſweetnefſe which dircQs 
The minde to honeſt Adtons ; and therefore) 

As friendſhip joynes with vyertue; truly is, 

The loyer of love; each true friends propertic, 

By that true blefſing ,fundry, wills connexzon 

Our hearts 2s hands wire, dilare affection, | 

That th'enlarge length,orbicular may ſpread | | 

And ne'r finde end. | 
Mon, SoamT yours. | 
Act. You mine, (bine; 
Mon, VeparalleI'd is chat love where fticnds com» 


Enter Palens,Proculu,Meneſtcr. 


Here comes the top top gallants of the time, 
Mel. The fooles of the time; hoy are we bound to | 
heaven | 
Exempethe bondage of theſe Palace Rats, 
Theſe, whoſe delights are laſt provocatives, 4 
; 210k. | 


eMeſſalina 


afon. Let us withdravv, and ſceme to minde them 
net. 
Men, Was men er'c bleſtwith that exceſle of joy 
} Equall ro ours; to us thar feele no want 
Ot high court favours lifes licentiouſneſfe ; 
kings have their cares2and in their hig heſt Nate, 
Want thoſe free pleaſures crownes us fortunate, 
Pal, © happy fate. 
Mel, Glorious ſlave, 
pal, Thrice bappy, 
I'de nut change Earth for Toves fclicitic, 
Pro. Ner 1,who vwu'd, what inconſiderate he 
' Forſucha Miftris as the Emp'reſfic 
Wu'd be fo dull,as not make uſe af Art, 
Forcing the bodies joviall able might, 
To yeeld her expeRation full delight, 
Mon. Libidnious Goate, ennans—— Apdee - 
' Val, Fdedo't, though Phaeton like, 
The hot receipt ſhould fire this Fabrick. 
Men.. When I commemorate her excellence, 
How laviſh lovely dalliance free proceedes 
| From thae raritic of perfeion, O 
! HowT'me raviſht; raviſht in thought as well, 
| Aswiththe AR; which breeds no wonder though 
*; High ove tranſhap*t him to 4mphitrio 
= Toraſte the pleaſure of d4icmens: bed; 
Needs muſk ſuch prodigall ſweers mad thoughts of 
Men ; when power r'atra the Gods, 


— Aſide, 


Mel, Tmpious Letchers. — Aſide, 
Mon. Silence, marke the eyenir, —— AFfide. 
)' Pal, 1 that know none more worthy then my ſelfc 


| Ofcrue regard and worth; would be reſoly'd 
| Whar's he, that beares the valliant migde of man 
{ Dares for his mightic ſove raigne Miftris more 
[ D 4 4 £; Tit 2. 


. TheTraeedy of 
Tien Pritiu Valeys, 
' Pro, That dure I, | dare; 

Fond that thou art ro queſtion ſuch 2 toy, 
Were thy pewer equall to thy daring pride, 
Proculus dares doe more. 

aien Nor thougnor he, 
Not Yalens Bor Proculue though you both, 
Both durſt a5 mach as he durſt cuckold 10ve 
Menefler would tranſcend you, 

Pal. T hat our bloods decide. 

; Alldraw, expoſedto 4 

Tripie ſight round. 
Pro, ASpirit of yalour, 
Men. Let it come, 


ER eee ns 
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Enter Meſſallina and Saufellus abore, 


Mefſ. What killing objcRs,this preſents our eyes, | 
Our Favorites turn'd fighters muſt nor be, 
Deſcend Saufeilus,know the caule,wee'l follow. 

Pal. Stand all fo firme, this Seale exprelle my rage. 


Pro. Mine this, wound each other. 
Men. T his mine bi i; 


Enter Sauſcilus, 


Sauf. Hold, hold,y're wounded all ; | 
As you'l incurre our Emp'reſſe deepe diſpleaſure | 
Hold,and refolve why thus you laye expos'd | 
Your lives to danger, | 
Enter Empreſe. | 

Meſſ. Whence proceeds this fray. | 
Aſcn, From that concernes che credits of beſt men | 

TY Waoich | 


« 
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Meſſallina 


; Which of us three in our affeRions priz'd 


Your excellence moſt. 
Meſ]. And was thar the cauſe ? 
Wee doe embrace and pretiouſly account 
The vigour of your loves; ſo you no more 
So full of ſpighr,let proſecute your hate. 
With the like hardy daring, twill nor pleaſe. 
We ſhould efteeme- your jarres rediculous 
Iſſuing from braineleſſe wit diſcern'd in others. 
And as "tis common to eur emminent Sex, 
Triumph inſtatezand glory in your falls; 
Yet th'operatian of yourloves ſo yorkes, 
That ir ſcruze ours to judge the contrary. 
Dry up your wounds with care ; then come to court 
Loye thall entrance your ſoules; prepare for ſport. 
Exit Meſſallaa 
and Saufel. 
Pal. Tle ſtudy Art in love for recompence, 
Pro. My love ſhall mount, 
Men, Mine yeeld profule expence. 


Exeunt F avarites. 


Mon. Here was a ſtorme of miſchiefe ſoone 
blowne orc, 

Mel, "Twas to prelerye them for a wicked life, 
But fince theſe complices are gon that are 
Not worth leaſt memory 3 behold this booke, 
Set my deare friend, and I will read toathee 
Of that high Majeſtic puifſant Eng, 
From whom we have our being,life,and ſoule, 
Which ſhould dwll Alintie inconfiderate man, 
When with bl ack deeds ith myrie bog of finne, 
Beaſt like he wallowes 3 conſiders right, 


Thinkes on his preſear _— and ajuſt) 


Then on that tercible Thumderer char ſees, \ 


His 


The Tragedy of 
His 3F:ons kick art heayen ; he then no more 
Would dare t'ofend his Maker,bur with ceares, 
Lament his ſoules polution, which doth give 
Matter,by which mens ſoules immorrtall live, 
But through an unfrequented heayineſfe 
IT am prevented. 

Mon. Repoſe a while T'le reade. 


Ente? E mprefſe and Saufellua above. 


Emp. Make us celeſtiall happy with thy newes, 
Art thou ſure *tishe. 

Sauf. 'Tis, 'tis Montana, 
Sure as I live, I rooke full view of him 
Before and after the Gghtz then with drawne 
Within yon grove of Oakes, 

Emp. My hearts on fire 
Toclip him ; fly ſwift as thought Saufellus 
Condu& him to our Paradice of joy, 
If heefcape defire then confound us, 
We onely view'd him once,but then the time 
Croft our defires 3 bleſt opportunitie 
That makes our happinefe a very heay'n 
Wee'l build an Altar,and ere& aſhrine 
That ſhall eternize thee for this; wer't my brothe: 
Reſembled him vee fo intirelv love, 
Wre'd force kim raviſh pleaſure if not kill 
Be 2 Syninamicto fate our will, 


Entcy Saufellus. 


. Saxf, Haile to Montanu. 


Afox. Sir the like to you, | (will, 
Farf, 'Eis th'Emp'refſe pleaſure you atcend her 
AMNs 


———_— —— 


CMefſaling 
Mon. Know you the cauſe. 
Sauf, Delay norwith demands clYare friviloug 


' Will you along, 


Mon. Your favour fir a while 
I'lc but awake my friend, (So-ho) ſleepy ſtill, 
Pray heaven this heavinefle importsno harme, 
| E . 
Mel, How's this,my friend departed, alone, 
] know not what to thinke »*tis very ſtrange, 
He thus unwak'd would leave me; ſure he firiy'd, 
YerI ſofaſt,that he no doubt was laath 
To breake my reſt; *ris ſo, and ſome chiefe cuuſe 
Which I might well diſpence with drew him lience. 
Tie ro his fathers houſe ,there certaine inde 
Or hearc of;him. Exit, 


Hoboyes, A Banquet, to it Montauu i uſhcr'd in ſtate 
by Saufellus and others, who placing him de- 
part ; Hoboyes cea(e and ſolemne 
Muſicke plazes daring 
hu ſpeech. 


Mon. O Potent luſt,thou that haſt power ro make 
The valiant and the wiſe, coward, and foole, 
T'me nor {o dull,but that I know thee now. 
Now comprehend why Muſicke breathes delight; 
And why this banquet, why both preſents themſelves 
To be my flaves; *' Tis to make me a ſlave 
To luſt ; that deadly potion of the ſoule, 
* Whoſe poyſon quatt,kills body and the ſoules 


* Ne Trans quidem Montane equity Remani, defenſio reaopth 
eſt ,u medefta j — inſigns accrongs wultre nofewg; 
SNIrA M4 4 Meſſa na proturbatus erar, paribus loſereve 

\ *4cnpidenem (f faftidie, Taos. 
T hars 
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The Tragedy of 
That's the maine cnd of theſe harmonious ſtraines; 
"Theſe ſtirring meates, which unto me appeare, 


Like thoſe blew A 1mcs the damned caſte in hell, 
Enter Empereſſe by degrees, gating at him. 


Celeſtiall Angels guard me, now ſhe comes, 
And I ſo ill prepar'd,],know not what, 
A ſuddiine earthquake trembles natures frame, 
Which like a falling Pine tree to and fro, 
Vncertaine where co fall, it tottering ſtands, 
She's moſt bewitching ſweet,I feare, I feare, 
She will ore come z now I begjn to burne, 
To fcortch,like tothe coales of Etna; ſtrike 
Me etcrnall wintcr with thy froſts 3 quench 
Quench tliis hor combuſtion in my blood, 
And if 1 necds mult fall, O ſacred powers 
Benumbe my ſenſes ſo, that I may caſte 

. No ſweerneſſe in the AR,veeld nodelight, 

Emp. Thus long with admiration we haye ſtood 
To gaze on thy perfcRions, pretious ſhape 
Why doſt thou ſhake ? why ſtare ? as rapt in wonder 
Why dumbe ? or think'ſt thy kappinefſe a dreame 
"This kifſe confirme thee ours; entrance thy ſoule 
To tire loves-panting appetite while chus 
We clip thee in our Armes,cmbrace thee thus, 
Emp. That's loves Alarum,to bed,to bed, 

To Yemu held, there combare for loves treaſure 

Swimme in excclle of joy, rhere ravith pleaſure. 
wb Exeunt. 


Enter 


I 
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Enter Mela, 


To thee faire fortune in divineſt ſenſe, \ 
In wl omall excellence incluſive is, 

To that high power,l invocace jmipore, 
Ifpleas'd, died where T may finde my friend, 
F1i] whery, I fitly may afſimulare 

Thereſticſc acquictience of my minde, 

To the perpetuall motion of a wheele. 

T hat by the force of water reſt]cſſe turnes 

The vigour of the correntlefc unſtopr, 

So che (trang abſence of my noble triend, 
Suffers th'inſulting tortent of ſad griefe, 
(Tyranicke-like upen the wheele of ſenſe) 

To racke my reſtlciſe reſt, which 1 muſt beare , 
'T'is waive 10 ftrive 'gainſt ſorrowes ſireame to ſwing, 
Man hath nopower ongriefe,griefe puwer 0n him ; 
What's he declines his viſage to the yround, 

Is't not my friend ? tis he, happily met, 


Enter Mentauu dejefted in countenance 


Afoy. Hell-car no more,no more of thy imbrace, 
Findeft thou my body enemy to Juſt 
And yet agen attemprs me. 

Mel. How's this ? 

Mon.\ Keepe off inſatiate Empreſſe, 'le no morr, 
Poyſon of Monſters, the blood of Nefſas 
Damme up thy Cartian-gulph-like appetite 3 
May furtes fright thy whorih fortitude 
Dancing Levolto's in the very a& 
And dambe you. 
Mil. Sayc him divine aſſiſtance, 
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For he's loſt 3 miſtake not I'me thy friend RK 
Men. Tis (o, and Iam bappily miſtooke, { T 
Thy pardon worthy friend,it was my feare H 
Of further il] 3 made me forget my ſelfe M 
DiſtraQed ſenſe, as well it might,O ther's Il 
A ſtrange deede paſt, | G 
Mel. 1 fully comprehend, : 
By that diſtemper [| cely in your blood. & 
* 1was mulicks lweeteſt concord to my loule, RY, 
To lirare with what a celd pertormance | , 
Tirat was wreſted from you,happy prevention; 


How like a donbtfull battle ic hath made 

The victory more joy full ; which had cle, 
Had vourepleniſh: thoſe loule- killing [weets, 
No meanes for (afetie then, but fall you muſt, | 
A pre to flaughter,or a flave to luft. 

Pur ſince with heavens preventicnyou are free, 
Fly Rome ; the impious maladies the breeds, 
Experience tells,are hookes to catch ar ſoulcs, 
T'1cretore ro be ayoyded, ther's no truſt 
"Torruſt to ſtay, where ſuch inteRion raignes. 
VVho is at all times one ; in that right way 
Man ought to be,being circumyoly'd mong thoſe, 
T hat by the Plummets of licentious will 
Meaſure their vertnes ;*tis mpoſhble, 

The {choller, He jin whom there doth conliſt 
Hoxaeſt conditions,and within whole heart 
"Ther*s many vertucs make theingefdence, 
Tl.ovgh wick night watchings his Rudy ſite, 
Waſting his vicall ſpirits (norunlike 
His burning 'Tapor) to illuminate 
Others the way that leads to the direti, 

From (uperficiall to effentiall joy, 
Eyen he, ill company cortuprs, dixeRs 


v 


| He that leaves nothing unattempted ; 


Fi 


| 


Meſſallina 
Tothe indireQ ; fo that ſome one yice 


Robs him of all his yertue 2 The Souldier 
Thac magnanimions reſolution, 
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May tend to the honour of his countrey, 

Ill company poyſons with (c]te conceit, 

Cankers with enyie; r1ll on the racke of 

Hantc ambition ſtrerchthke ſtubble (er 

On fire he prove a flame. 

And thercfore to prevent us,gainſt all 11] 'gainſt 

Wiſedome commands our abſence, truly kuowess 

Ma: at the beſt,his power to doe ug little 

His ſtate obnoxious,at the bs/# moſt.brittle. (way 
Mon, Your counſell points my actions their true 

Toimmortalitie, forewarnes to tlye, 

Tl dire eyent of fuure Tragedy 

Which as the flamegthe fire of force muſt follow 

By th*Emp refle bloudy project 3 chat Menfter 

In nature, in this the Empcronrs abſence, 

Mounts on the higheſt Spyre of intamy, 

Reſolves to joyne in Hymeneall bands 

With (jus which Siljue quaint vallanie, 

To pur in ſpeedy praciſe,ve laſt nighe 

Ariy'd atCourrt, | 
Mel. Therelert their impudence, * | 

For glaſlie glories of Monorcall ſtate {7 | 

Ingender fiune with finae,flarter their hopes, | 

While our ſoules fixt on contemplation x | ſt 

Make forthe Ile of Corcey (come my deare | 

Friend there on the T'yrhen (bore wee'l pragtile r 

Mans ſole perfetion to be beavenly wiſe, : { 


O 
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ACT: 


Aefſallina 
ACT. 4. SCENE. t: 


v Enter Empreſſe, Silius , Virgilianus, Calphunianus, | 
6# Valens, Proculus, Meneſter and $aujcilus 
wth attendants. 


5 / Sil, Your Excellence that too, rooglorioully 
Reſembles your rare Sex ſucceeding times 
Shall :o the end of time,gaze and admire, 
Wonder at your high prudence, which to the 
Combination of our Nuptialls,hath charm'd 
* Dull Ca/arto a ftec conſent, behold; 
Shewes the confirmatiol 
of the marriage. 
There you whoſe loyes docever bind me yours 
May view my fc rtunes like 2 yalley riſe 
Aboye thoſe hills that will admir no clouds, | 
Tl er's a full grant wherein you may diſcerne 
My glories in this admirable lenime, 
Pal, 'Tisa fit boundanto your boundleflc ylor:, 
. Men. Not Ninu, | 
Waz ec more dull, more eafily entrap 
'Then Romes rediculous Em'prour Claudius. 
Vir. Rediculous indeede |:cre 'tis comfirm'd. 
Emp. Reade it Virgilianus. 
. Yr. The mariage of our Emp'refſe with Cajus 
* S:lius we fairely like; and tothat end, Reaxe. 


* Nikhil compoſutur miraculi cauſe. Tacit. 
*® Namiliud emnem fidem exceſſerit,qued nuptits quas AMeffali- 
na cum advlters Srlro fecerar, vabellcs dotis &> 1pſe confign®- 
f Derit : induftuc,quaſi de induſftria ſimular entw , ad avertendun 
' #1ansferendumque periculum 1mmnere 1pſi pe" Gaadameſients 
Pporienderetur. Sueton, 


—— 
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Meſſallina. 

' (For approbation of our Copions Grant) 
Witch our impexiall fignzr wilingly } 
Haveſcal'd this afſurance, granung a Dower fs 

as, | Our of our Treaſurie to be exhauſt l 
And of our royall pieaſure to be given 

Wrubh her our oncly happineſſe on earth, 

By whoſe perſwations we are confident - " 
The fa, d Nuprtialls, io be but colourably, i i 

Onely of purpoſe rayert the danger !! 

Ot certaine prodigies, aym'd at our Joffe | 


Of life and Empire, 
Calp. This credulicic in C«/ar,vas by 
: Herhighneſte excellent], mannag'd. | 
00 Sguf. Sure 4 | , 
loves high loyeto his lov'd Geopmed 
Deſcends1in triump/1 on the Noble Silivs, "Twp 
Vl. tlic, how ſhould che meanes to his high ay ares 
E:ee from the plors of blood thus fairely greet, : F 
Withour leaſt flaw in ſikccie. + 
Pro, True,true,nor | . | 
Can ic enter jn my cthouzhts to thinks, p 
Whar obſtacle ſhould barre his excellence | 
From writing Emp':our. | | l 
Men. None, nor the leaſt let; | 
The people thatare the Nervcsof Empire : Þ 
All for the vertues of your noble Syre, [/ 
Dearely af: & you 3 boldly rely on's. i 


* | Arpublication ofthis copiousgrant... _- | 
| They'l adde all majeſtic co your high fame, __ | | 
|) _ Sauf. Their loveto you and feare of prodigies ;. | 
| Prerended for co-dimme dull (eſ@s glory . ul 
| | 


Will worke conſtraint, 3 
al. Refreſhro memory : je. i” [| 
.The ARs of blood that raged in Seylla's ayes is 


The Trazeay of 
Emp. Buſic their braines, and put tiem fliuvmn 
minde 
] hat the blacke thoug]|:ts of Cataline ſurvive 
For this pro(1gious Age to perpetrate. 
Calp. Beſidcs the Auſpices, 'mong whom this grant 
Was fien'd, they bythe Entrailes of their beaſts 
Firmciy athime (paſt contradiion) 
Your raigne to be moſt ſafe and popular, 
Vir. Which with the reſt are piercing motives, that 
Of necefſitic (as food and raymenr 
To the bodics healch) will torce the people 
Conflant; theyin thcir love and feare maſt make 
Your mote t! en royall ſpirit. moſt endear*d 
That ſtate beſF rules,rul.s to be lov'd and fear'd 
Sil. Noble Romans,deare country men and fiiends 
Theſc ſolid certainties yon here pronounce 
Tt my behalfe; (which argues your firme friendſhip, 
T he yengefull Gods muſt 1ntleir juſtice grant, 
Make me the Miniſter of Fate, dig up 
T he dignities of Ceſars Race,and in 
The ſtcad, plant monumentall euine,m1ke 
The name weercked. draw.ditionour'd breath, 
All the dire torments Faries can invent, 
Were all roolitle for my.Fathers loſſes, 
"That mem&tablehd;he that hath Rood + 
The fiery fervour 6fſo many fiohes,}: 
Came bravely off and lav'd this Empire, 
Gave unto Ce/at Rome ani ſervile ſenate 
Gare all cheir ſtrength and beiwgand for 3ll 
(Growne t60tob-gtearexamplesfurche times, 
Plots were dtnig'd\ityrecompence toil, = 
And that their machivillian darkenefle,;he 
No ſoonsr ſented, but in apenſenace. IJ» 
"TIE Ree RE gg : 
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Meſſallina.” 


Scorning Tiberius, and deaths baſe cenſure 
Expos'd his life a ſacrifice to yalour. 
And for thar fa;upon theblood and:name, 
Thar caus'd ſe brave and famous an example 
For all free (pirits;le be reveng'd after 
No common forr, © ; 
Val. Brave $.lius go'on, and 
Proſper,and command me ever / 
And all. 9: wy 5-5 
Sil, The thankes 'menz Princes of ignoble braine 
T hat ſhines like fotren wood, ſerves pettie uſe, 
The mind of Siliut mach much-more chen (cornes, 
The grave F.rgil axes; during the 2qett -2 2 
Life of Silius ihall: nce'r (peake but with the 
Voice of C0rfutt; he; Calphurnianng's * 
Vetlius Yalens, Proivlus, Menefter, '- 
And Sauf.{{zs Trogns, to all renowne: - T6 
Comny ind and wealthof Provinces ſhatl flow, 
Te*exprefſe the gratitude'of Sits, and - - + 
haugh laſt nam'd;/ yer-your brightexcellence {the 
Whic!: for gratirade-ever remembred | 
Beſt in eſteeme and firſtznot unlike,to ' 
Thar rare Tem referved laſt ro viciy for '- 
Worthand glory;to-you all the delight - -- 
This world of manaffords I freely giye. + - : 
E mp. Thy temper melts me my:magnanimous Mate. 
Sil, The Rites of Hymen, wicthtexze motrowes Suft 
Shall-apt my blood unto the perfeR height + 
Of pleaſure, loyeand emminence,leadon; 
Pompey 07 Ceſar,could endare a-Mate, * 
Nor Silius Glaudins inſuperiour ſtate. - *- 
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The Tragedy of 
Enter Narciſſus, Pallas, Califfur, * 


Nav. 4 cour of emp! ic braines z'heart I eould. 
cuile, % 
Bis ſoule to th' depth of Baratbrum O—- : 
Pal, Who but Clqudius unworthy cf Empire, 
Drunke with the dreggs of oyalighr belecte 
Would be ſo groſiely gul'd. 
Cal. Scar'd with the Bugges 
Of Babies. 
Nar. A whoores invention, adrab 
Of ſateza clath of Silver ſlur,ihe tricks 
Of a tempting TiNlue Trull;to puſh his + 
Hornes upon the Pikes of ruine, where he 
Should rot; rotz wer'e-not toſerve our owne ends, 
Maintaine that habit of perfeion ſure, 
Which till this (udaine unexpeCted change | 
Like Paſte has worke him'to what mould we pleas'd. 
Pal. And muſt doe fiill,or cercainly we periſh,” ; 
Cal. 'Tis the prime. pollicie, che heart of ſiace,  * 
Which if with vigzlance we not purſuc, 
 ® we loſe,andin thar fie loſt for ever. 
Silius growes popes, and the prople 
As 'tis their natureever cover changes 
They are as eafie vo be fif'd with errours, 
As for a luſt-ſtung {trumpet to take up | 
To ber diſhonor3tberefore as Sayers, 
Thar have for gx6ds.che South and'North, ſometimes 
Totraverle apdt0irofſe.thew ways and yet 
Not loſe their guide; ſo in the deepe affaires 
Of ſuch high cogſequence of Gate (as now ...... 
The zime-caugerars)we mult tor guide,deraine 


} 
| 


* Subsbet fine dubie metus re putrentes hebetera Clandium & we - 


- $20 devininm. Tac, 
| The 


CM effalioe "ts 

' Þ) * The knowledge how to peirce'the erids of thole - 
We moſt mal:gne, "ol f1 ya! 

Pal, Thereby indeede man rarely: 
Reſts deceived,which for to put in ſpeedy 
PraRiſe,and ſtop the marriagegzyou and [ 
My Lord-(under the yaile of friendſhip) will 
To Romezperſwade the Empr'elle Ce/ar is 
Himſelfe, perceives that all her plotsto his 
DeſtruQtion tends; the lofle of Empire and 
1habuſe of *his bed, diſlwaded her from the 
Love of Silins,which(in the refuſall) 
Blood and fire muſt quench, ,. * 

Nar. This put home, _,:; 
With low ſubmiflion, making her beleeye 

y cringes,creepings,and a Synonr face, 
Thar all our care is onely for het good, 
May worke perſwafion. TILE 

Cal. Burnotin her, 

There 13o truſt to ſuch uncertainties» 
T*were deadly Stibium to our vitall blood, 
Like that dire poyſon thars refi tative 
*G ainſt the moſt wholeſome Ant;dores of life, 
Weake mindes of men they are, fix to be fool'd, 
Slighted,add ſcorn'd,whole dall ignorance 
Knowes not that women intheir height of ills 
Who barres them their delight,delight ro kill 
What will 7aleria, Meſ{allina, the 
Rap refl then; hinke you the will be low, 

Vaoſe het Alarums in the very AR 
Within the circuit of a day and night 
Indur'd the teſt of five and twentie, came 
* Agitavere ; num Meſſalline ſtcrery mini deyeRerend «mv 2 

Silg,cunfa alia diffimulentes deinde metu, ne ad prinieier 

uliro traberentur defines, Tecit. 
E 3 of 


he Fraged) df 
Of unwearied's A'deede to quake the hearts 7X 
Of yerruous Dames, thinke you the will be bat'd' ps 

Diſwaded fromthe love of Silizy,no, | 
We cannot therefore (lenowinlg that ctedir and”. 
Authority is farre more ſafely for | 
To be maintain'dwwith citeumſpeA, then wich 
Raſh counſell) cannot ſxy be too too | 
Wary,leaſt by any notice taken  -- «306-1 
She take leaſt knowledge of our diſconteng, : 
Whoſe rugged choughts unſeene, muſt be ſmoouth' di ojy 
And with 2 plcaſing-vaile JAppearvih hey! c 
To likes and give full approbaripri. tt» 
Of the approbrious marriage, fo _— 
Secure vs from fulpee? and perilly- 
Vndoubted death; *'" ! 

Nor. I fully appre hend 5 « 
Tharſo Remes Syren in the beight af prides 
Silzus and al] the faRtious Complices * ? Be 
Throngh wicked wedlocks -olfirie made arunke bt 
Drunke with the drepgevof Mlirideſecuririe, 
Then, then my pyoning pallicies alofe - ! 
{Ofwhich my brame deteines the Theorick)' © 2 
Shall apt a T ime for vengeance-rawithſtood 
The thirſt of their Ambition quenche in blood. 
Till when ſleepe on;ileepe on ye fooles of fate, 
<« Plots belbencoamefplors;free from ſuſpeR, 
&« Fly like the bolts of jdve;firme incffe. ' Exennt, 


Cornets, 'Enter Empereſſe and Silius cr0wn'd attey”- 
' ded in ſtate by the Auſpices and their faRion paſſi ing. 
over the ſtage tothe Temple, Lepida s with bet 
batre diſhwvelled wringi y; her bands mect3 

e 


them, zthey goe off £ ſpeahes. 


. + 4 
by 


Lep. Bleſt berlacſ. icted powcr yrhicirreſtor'd 


My 


Meſealina 


' i My ſenſes loft,and inthat perfe& being 


Gives me the noble patience for :to {ece, 

And (uffers net mine.eye-balls ro drop our 

Ar fight of this my daughters impudence, 
3hame that atrends this wicked Nufitiall Rites 
Now in the name of goodnefſe,what meanes this 


Enter Valens, Proculus, Meneſter and Saufe ii, | 


Waiſperingawhat new Miſchiefe lies hatching 

In yonder bloud; villaines buſig brainc?. 

In the diſcoyery,counterfgitfleepe, 

And madveſle be my.Meske- of ey 
Sauf. Art the Bachanalian feaſt wiich now: - | + 

Drawes nigh, then a 1gh.irrinng Maske will beſt: » 

Exprefſeat ſclfe in grebreſt glary ;rbe' + +. ? 

Tunes fat ſang I'le take that eharge on-me; © 
Val, For changesim cach dance my braine ſhall * 

wothes 05:7. M5 os On 30571 

Sauf. What ſayes, Menefer, he that hag borne the 

Prize ; leapt Madam #ens inher betght:of pride 

Forggatefull aKionand ſweee Poche, : 15 
Pal. Now, SY £4 Bo 

Does he claw like a decay'd Tradeſmangwhen ' * 

To mainraige the wagging of his chappes 

His wives Veneriall Firk-in muſt to Sake; |. - 
Men, Whyddid yopne're heare of a fellow, that 

By the.ſcratching of his nimble pate, © . . | 

Workt yaur. be pleaſing projet for a mabke,. 

Was well rewarded for r, when ſuch: as you - 7 

For painesia ſong and. dances laugbr to:ſcorne' - 

Poore Gmple fots;their payment was the horne, 
Pro. O nimble Satyricall veine, ; 
Mex. T hat's ſlow cnough and dull atthis time. | 

B 4 
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The Tragedy of 
Sapf. What thinke you 

Of a wooden Cupid brought in, in 

An antick amble making it wag like 

The Apiſhhead of a French Fidler,vohen he 

Firkegwith his Fingers. | 
Pal. *Twill never take 

Vnlefſe you bring in the dapper dancer, 

With his lata tar a teero rat a tant 

Tara rat atatoo rant tat a t2 teero tat a too, 


Flinging away his legyes, and $krewing his face © © 


Into the fury of a thouſand fooles, 
Whoſe this? Mad-madam Lepide a lleepe. 

Sauf. Tis wcll;elſe hee'd raile faſter then any : 
Citic Pupper, L YYSAL 


© Prs, That's a horrid hearing, 22 29 F734. 


Sauf. O a hell;none like it; ler Scorpios ireb 
Raigne incher middle ſpheare,phy how ſthee'l+ 
Play;tbe:divell with Cackold ſimplicitie +5 .". 
Herhu-band for want of performance, it 
Paſſeth all admiration, and that with * uu 
Noliule wonder, yet demand che AR, 

And then you ſhall haye my nice o'recurious dame, 
Vpon the T iptoes of her apiſh pride, = 
Proteſt,with O no---1 will not wrong my. - * 
Huesband forearths treafure,ſtand upon her: ... ' 
Hoaeſty,then ſmile,change 1nia momenr,- 
And thenwantonize,mop,meww,bite lip and 
Wrizgle with the bumbe ro pur a man in minde; 
"Then touth,thee'l gripezand<clip with a kifle, -- 
Melt into all the formes of Venery 
T hought can deviſe,and thet's-her honeſty. 
Afen. O petulant pureneſſe of defiled pitch, 
Bnt you forget what actors are prepar'd 
Jn readiaefle for practiſe gainſt the Maſque, 


Sauf. 


CAeſſalting 
, Sauf, The veſtall Virgins from the Temple hail'd 
They hall ſopply that want "tis ſodecreed!'* 
| by ch Emprelle ſtrict corimand, FRYER 
| Lep., O horrible. Wy | 
Savf. 'Al] from the ave of ren; ro twemie [1 wk 
Muſt ſuffer Rape,and ſhall, Rtood hell in fohe/*- H 
Pal. Spoake like chy (lfe 7 mana | | 
Cut tEroate of chaſticie. ---/ + | | 
Saof” "Twill beexcellan; 
Rare, [ fat with laughret:2rthe rich coneek?, "= 
Wee'l play at Fennis with Yheir maidenheads,' 
Fiftie a a brealfot,ulll nr give me | g | 
Content, FITTED 
Lep. I [ay;verrues 2 ,Oypdges in * 
The hearts of great ones, 21 od fade for mocing, » | 
What = es bo moſt +pproved judgernients os h 
Single fol conceirtsl a pe ſtand'* wad : f 
| For bay Comedies, and #ibald jeſts.' gs = 
RC — ſs nay oroamey ad; 7 <= Ls 'Þ 
u x Fampe villaine; {tne totemporiſe,” - | Y 
Plot thou,and ſer friendy hourely at debits.” [ 
Cling ro che (rer Tide the wetker hates ; 
Turne Hor wd at in{idnight -D-nider 10s Oo . 's 
Vhil "ith {ye Fea) looke th ihe doo. 
H a,hayha, hl | (22.7 1:7.) EW, 
Sauf: Eauighs rliov ma melnde 2} 3, 
$0e Abba burning miſthiefe,Z'heart 1 could cat: 


ae Banore=ane OT A - 


Sed dogs. DB ri A. 
— 


des. SO 


OO n——— — 


Her throare ,bur-ſamerhingin her lookes there is | | 

| That ſhakes me;whar a gen. ( 
i 

Enter Lepida, i 
Lep. Be thou, 


One that knowes how to mix with perilons A: © 


' 
F 
s Ie 


The Tragedy of 
The deadly poyſon with the amorous dart, 


Safely to 3 what villany is.may. 
Godge godden Ile come agen anon, ' 


. 


She ſhall-heGlenc'd or hey tongue cut our; ..;' 


T hat to mine cares unlocktthe horrid ſound: 


A hundy2d yeſtall. virgins eo-bs, whor! 
Pcoftrate on bended knees, Fhere implore,}, ; 


The feet preyention.of{q horrjd a. ,...., . 


Neare adjayyes uato, the, Veſtalls Temples .. 
T hither tis hyby a back'(ccrer way, - E 


Specour releefe, and (afctie ſhall artend ,.;; | 


aa  - 44 


* + " 
A ) # 
« + & 


Drunk with conceizegthax greatneſſe beares the (way, 


Sanf, ,Butgweel prevent yau,come Lordsao Cour, 
G #i "ul. ty 2 ve fd 1 > Cir Be 49, : ..-Exeny, 

' Tep, Gon,O happy bleſſed bleſt prevention. .. | 
The blacke4nzentan'of fp foule ry iv act 


Firft fer the world diflolyg anddiGpare.z,q - 
Fo its firſt Chgos;O thou all-ſeeing power ,,...... | 


Beg x40, ghrighands Cinſpirc my ſaulgs.. 1! 
Make meshplubltirutegnd holy meancy, , ,... 


Fag ; O heavegizis gramedeehaukes MajeRis - 
| ow 3 workg:on my-mainde; thought, happily 
houghtapgp4.2.{pacieus.yaule I haveyyhich 


Ile draw the: ly maides (none, will.ſulpe& - , | 
Becauſe al] deere, me mad)cheroby this hand. '| x 


Your noble ſoules3chaſte mzides live Jong id bleſt, 
« Free from the bondage of blacke miſchictes handy! \ 
« Ta vertoys Attions,heayen propirigys h4 


} 


Exit, 
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bs ver; Fs SCENE. T | 

ure, 4+: arfi ve 1405 | 

_ Emter Eiaprro \NarcſayPalie Cali, | -v "i 

Wa {hs 4 i 
'| Emp, ARke cothimaty $742 Þ' EE # 

| Is not Romes Empire ſervile urito tus 4 - | 
| You mad mewKhyaut Aces; ah 


Nar. Mad a gs 7.29 fo 
Cat,a Rar, Yar TW" He" 
' | Tobe mad, Vam'tizd;middtdthe apr o4gt 
Of matnefſgzO Feouldrexreay Hairegto > 21 22% 
| | See you thus, thes ſenſeleſſe'of your wrotigs, bur: |. 
| Doe,doe; be cheigrand Crickold ofthis miveuey'- 

: Let Cafus Sitias'rogne Ramey Erppiroue,” {1 2197610, 
'o{ - Pal; T:56% x ofthe peopte; ? NLO; i 7 10607" 0) F 
| Cal 'Hononha af on Senare-! .- ' (Rowe? | 

Nar, Hier in vetumph Htotgb the Beers of 7 
Pal. In Ceſar OUariot plifring ar dp np, F 
Cal?” pogo ont dept | 
''| Nay. Out of M# Ein pite Baelyes dv workes '' | 
; Finely,bervwxebweot ho PuttheawPI6R:- (22th? "_ 
a | Pal. Abus'd (AtGgoth For Feate 6f Pradigies, * 18 
'| Naxr. Thar;that O-infin rc (amen ſtately © 19. * P 
Majcſtie, to make your ſelfe ajnever:” © © - | 
ge lcoffe for ages ertnknowne!' ' ' k 
intar yotiffor Era nos Cuckold, b 

cal The reormed)Cuckold. 2008 4H | 8 
;T,| Pal. The Wi #n@this tie Cackold, 4 j 
Nar. CvekoldÞy fiveand eentie, all intiie” b 

* | Short ſyace of a day and 2 tes er engl 2c Þ 
| Bandy vittany- | 


The Tyagedy of 


. Damnation leize her, 
7 will heare no -no-ogeod Ang miſeries, tl 
Impatience crampes my vitall veiney;that {wel 
Witk fiery boyling rage, I am'n 44S | 
Of true yexation, tortur*d with torments 
Woerſerhen thofe in beil;mhell,very:brlt3 
This body fureis not ſubſtantiall, no 
Iam all 2zre, pierc'd through and-thraugh with::. 

Kormes, OA 308721 

Inceant ſtormes, hate 23 veFrAhve; 46 
My panting ſoule,miſery of maria r | 


Horn'd,and abuwd by eyety yaBaile RR 


Veſſells of baſeneflsg they thall ors deare 4] 


Ti 


The high Sea of their dartiag pride mah downe 
All :opfic carvie ca comtulion tursesy.!) 4 
I will uncharme gnd:rtever chore befge]'d 
Slave to thoſe, wongre devting eyen:thas: Grike- - -- 
Amazement throuzh tle world s#hoſe bevvieching 
her eyes, fed wick the ojk if whoriſh * 

Frrt«ude,(thatlike;the Certaure;s bloog). i 
_— poyfon offell furics rage; c..\..: 

nie my diopd 46d nance, rlaſe.falſn falſe LOS 
Shall never, more intites becauſerbat 1; A 


Willnever ſeethem wore they (ball pur.gur tail 


Ther glory far a graveabece forgot. | | 

Scorn'd,and contemn'd of Caſar;lyc : and ror. 
Ner. Now are:youCeft. ;..* - 
Pal. Whar yowaught you ares: >; , 

Cal, 'Thehigh and mighie Komian Kmperote. 
Emp. But am I ſo indeed> (for I'me amax'd, 
At my dull follies paſt) is\c not toaiate - 1 
To call backe marines. @niiime F 

Narciſſus, iy not-Suhe3 Etmperogr », 
| Vſurpes he not that name paſt reach to quell, 


«. © 


l 


FR. 


Ln: fog 4 
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i 
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 Meſſallins * 

\ N47. Confare on me that abſolute command; 

Wiich Geta Captaine of your guard now holds 

| Over your ſouldicrs here at Hoff:a, PeC 

| And «1*<the neat Sun ter his circular courſe 

The daring pride of ail the faQien, 

Ceſar ſhalllit in ſenace, and their doome, 2A 
Emp. Sweetelt reyenge, honour'd Nare:ſus draw 

.. . | Our the ſouldiers ar thy tree dilpoſe 

' | Heres thy command, Geta we doe miſtcuſt 

, . Giveshim a Ring. 

Thee onely truſt accekrate reveage, | 

+ | That I mayebbe the highwolne tide of wrongs, 

.7 | Which beyond limmits teares my reſtleſſe braineg : 

c\ | Knits and then ceares with infinite unrefls 

..o| Frhere be Hell, che divell and damnation 

(| Tis mans delight in woman,infatiate 

. ; | Womanz that will doc with the divell, © 

: © | 'Tisafearefull thing to be a Cuckold, 

Row|l'd up in wrinkles of foole patience, 

We heare they have a Maſque, but rather,then 

Any of the luſtfu'l ronce,make their eſcap? 

Fire me the Palace, burne *cm in that Maſque, 

le will be brave co ſee *em dance in fire, 

Sip lerch'rous Antickes in a boyling flame, 

Thar thus veith raving paſſion, boyling flames. - 

My moſt diſtraRed braineztortures no lefle, + 1 © 

Then if on Caucaſus we wete expos'd, '2 

(| Anever dying prey to the Baglcs beake. ' + 

h is the milery of marriage, where = 


h | PR beſotied husband moſt affeQs, there 168 12 


LE 
4] 


 Trepidabatus mihilowinie 6 Caſeres quippe Geth preforiſyne- 
£#s band ſ*ts fdrbar, ad bhireſts ſev prove juxta leviaGe 
4618, - j _ « x £ . < 

, « » d © DS To 


Phe Trazedy of 
Tobe moſt abus'd,Cuckold,Cuckold, Cuckold,0 
thn After CaliſFus, appeaſe his fury. | , 

\, * Exit Califth 

My Lord,l le polt to Rome,the people groane 

Beneath cue Emp'rffe weightztis miſchievous 

® The ble.9dy mallacre of choſe Rom3n dames 

Murder'd for bate'o luſt, affords plentie 

Of friends,to force the Citic o4tes open 

Fo oqr free entrance, 

Pal. Inliinc whereof, 

From the high top, the remple of gud G w# , 

Lerxbright burning Torch i'rn'dead of night 

Waft our "approach. 

Nar. Like Syners unto Troy ; 

Talketrifles time; * ; 
Pal. Farewell my noble Lord. : Exit.H4, 
Nar. Till next we meerte farewell. is decreed *- 

Fth hcigl.c of pride thirder and Inſt muſt Bleed, | 

Exit. No 


Entcy Le; ia aid! [2a .bidea, mig atber.. 


Lep; Now by Vibidia, thou verruous Marrony 
Of Romes Veſtall maides; ſay,are they all ſafey' 
Can they endure the vault, that wretched thitt 
This wretched Age inforcts, 

Vib. Beſt,beſt Lady 


— 


ng; eons. 3s ie Py 


Thou Angell raoeh6e;/of & Fiend-like child, 
All earthly fimilies are roo too baſe 
-Joraprheby adgrable pVereues, "Dey 


@ | Mara mitres jn(ſu Meſalins patratas, Td, 


O 
[x] 


 1By you Rones Veſtall Virgins all are ſafe, 


"| Salute our mother carth in arden love, 


| »apf, Search,ſcarch FRO 


Meſſallina' > 


—T 


dnely by.you preſery' d and kept from rape : 


| From being hurrid in ſad flence, unto -. 


The gate Coliwg, there in a-deepe pic 


| To be put into; there burigd alive, 
+} From char dire death which. was at firſt ordaia'd 


For unchaſte yertalieghy tieg.chaſte veſtalls 
Live all prs(exv'd,to them theic darkelome yault 


:| Is farre more glorious themthe courts of Ki 1095, 


bor which upon my knees in bleſſed time, 
Wonder of wamen les me kifle thy fcere. 
Kneelet. 
Lep. What meanes Vibidia? 
Vib To reyerence your ſteps, 
The earth,the very ground whereon you tread, 
For that's made holy by your ſacred ſteps.. 


Lep Nor unto me 7'iþidja but to heaven, ,,; 
Tor 


at lets kneele,tothar omniporence 


Which made this earth lets doth wich holy zeale 
Both kneele, 


-- Kifſe the earth, 
To heavens great Maſter, 


follow, follow. 
ib. Now the good Gods preſerve us. 
Lep. Fly ro Ov _— feare we are betrayd.. 


Excunt. 


x on "e 


| Enter Saofelin; Hem ayd Stitch 
LW OT F. 


. A Noyſt within of Follow 


The Tragedy of 
My Genius whiſper'd in mine cares laſt night + 
The veſt all» lodz»d wirhin this mad Mawdes houſe 
Shee dies fort, while rhe chaſte puppers we will 
Nrag to court,thereraviſh and there kill, # 

* I wall prove an excellent clofing to the Maſque, 
« Hem. How if we finde them no:(my Lord) (her 
$Sauf. Finde or findenor, for thar J*meſure th'are 
Weecs] bre the houſe and flame it into Ayre. 
Hem, The ground thakes, { finke, 

Thunder and lightning, E ai 
gapes and /[wallowes th 
three murders by degree, 

Zownes Hems hem'd to-the earth 
I] cannot ſtirre, 

Sr. Nor [ I finke, Stitch finkes 

Had we our names for this, 2 ycn"ernce of 

All falſe Sertebes, they have ſtirctt me,O horror, K 
Sauf, How'srhis. : 
Hem. HelYand confuſion q _.  <- ng 
$1, Divells and Furies - $ Sinke _ 

Sauf. Hortor of darkenefle,whar dread fight is thi 

War black Red-raw=cyd witch hath charm'd this 

ground. barn T&ITE 

Sink thou my limbes(upporter;muſt T yeeld, 

Doſt thou then fainc prows fleth, mount mount My 


blood, ' FI -. 
And likeEnerfadus ont dare thy fate, 
O that my wiſh were ſuiredro my will 
Now would I cuckold all che world, leave not 
A man unhorn'd,amaid;uaraþ*c,beget | 
A brood of Cer.taure's10 ſupply, and worke 
The worlds contuſion; ha more horror yer, 


”" pol cinxe-a'® \ 


s # 


Meſſallind; 


3 T hander, Enter Angell, three murdered Dames 

| | with revenge threatning. 

Why filly dames, I confefle your murders, 

hed Bucto repent che faRt, know that my heart, | 

Is like the Corfick Rock,mote hard;tirregnore 

Ynpaſfable then Chymera mount, whats 

Thar in white there,whar ſo &*re it bezthe 

Majeſty it beares,trembles my finewes, 

O how ic ſhakes me z came Faries clad in ; 

Flameg,not all hells rorwts, th'affrights & hotrours 1 

Equalls the thouſand parc the paines I feele | 

Through ſight of chat,chac flaming Chriftall, ſinke k 

Me ©--earth; Pindus and Oſ/a cover p 

Me with Snow,hide me Cimerian darkenefſc Wy 

Let me not (ce it,my Eye fight failes 

1ngenioſi ſumus ad falendum noſmet :pſ0s , 

Farewell Romes Emp'cefſe | 
Shot with a Tunderhols. bf 


tid To all ambitious vermine, | | 
Puncks, Pimpes, and Panders, Whores and Bawdes | & 
faremell, I | ad 
Confound che wo?ld,the worſt of dearth is hell. © ny 
Sinha. ? } 

Enter Salpitius with a Guard. | 


Su}, Make way there for ſhame ; cleare the ſtaicts, | | 
You of the guardyforce all intruders backe, l 
I. Gus, Backe, backe, backethere, keeps backe, \ 
2, Gua. For ſhame make haſt, way for my Lords 
the Sengte. | — *y 
Sul, Burne beards and faces, burne em in rhe facs- 
That offer to preſſe in, hs 
| Carat 


— 


The Tragedy of 
Cornets ſound a Flouriſh, Enter Senate who placed by, 
 Sulpitius,Corners ceaſe,and the Antique Maike con- 
fiing of eight Bachmaliavs enter guirt with Vine 
leaves,and ſhap't in the middle with T unne Veſſels, 
each bearing a Cap in their hands, who during the firſl8 

ffraine of ufick 

two at a time, at the Tunes end,make fland ; draw 
wine and carouſe, then dance all: The Antima/que 
gone off:aud ſolemne Muficke playing: Mclallina ard 
Silius glorion/?y cr0wn'd in an Arch-gliterg Cloud 
G'oft, Court each other, 


$1. Abſtract of rare perfection my 1uno, 
Glorious Emp'ceflc all admiration, 
Emp. Excellent Silius all perfeRion, 
Sil, Amazing rarity,beauties treaſure. 
Emp. Natures wonder,my delight my pleaſure, 
Sil, Let me ſuck NeRar,kifle kiſſe, O kiſle me. 
Emp. Soule to my lips,cmbrace, hug hug me, 
' Sil. Leap heart, 
Emp. Mount blood. 
Sil, Thus xeliifh all my bliſſe, 
Emp. Apgen the prefſure of thac melting kiſſe. 
Sit, Deſcend my Venus all compos'd of love, 
Emp. Lockt in thy Armcs my Mars, 
SH. Downe, downe we come 
Like glifiring Phebus mounted in liis Car, 
When in the hcight of the celeſtiall ſignes 
He ſayles along the Circuit of the Skic. 
while they defiend, Valens, Proculus, and Menefter 
with three Eurterens js the habit of Quetnes with 
Coronet of Fate meete them beneaih, daring their {- 
lent congratulation, Narciflus enters a'oft wth 4 
Torch and pedkes. 
Ny. 


Playa foure times over, enter by | 


( by 


{| Ner, Blacke is the night; a Canopic of clouds, 


Meſſaliinas 


Hides the bright Silyer ſp "gles of che skie, | 
All is ſecuregrevenge prop .tion keepes | _ 
To my full wiſh3go thought of blood and death i 
Writes on the Index of blacke deeds ar Courr 'q 
Thc leaſt ſuſpeR 3 mad luſt and yyine, revells 
And pleaſures, mute their underſtanding, | 
O Luſt, luft, luſt, wer't thou nor « hat thou art, f j 
A thicke blacke cloud onely compos*d of ill 
For to cempr judgement, hadſt tiiou the rellifh 
Of [wcert 2e0d, asthou art badly birrer, = 
Thee above al! the Gods I would adote, 
Thee,thee adore, thar unrefiſted thus, 
Snares the beſot-ed FaRion ro their fall, 
Loade them with Lethe ſtill, while thus I wafc 
Revenge trom H oſtia like the ſad flames & 
Of1lion burne ,burne bright Torch 3 let chy faire yiew }; 
Tune to the dance of death,the amorous j 
Meaſures of full vengeance3blaxe prodigie, : [ 
When the bad bleed give me that Tragedy, Exit 'F 
Leeyes the Torch Þ 
£36 burning. ( 
Emp. Mulicke,diſtil] nevv (weernefle, yary thy 'þ 
Neflar Netcs,while Loves bright eyes, court lips to 
T ke height ot dalliance,cach lacrifice a kiffe, 
To all th'inchantments of loves luſcious blifſe. 


All. O liquid life of live, Alt kife. » 
S:l. Here's a full bole, a health to the heighe of | 
pleaſure. 7.15 i 


Emp. Brave bealth agen,anorher,and a third? | 
Val. That deepe carouſe, makes /eflins V alens ſees | 
Sil, Sec,what doſt ſee ? | 
Val. Im my mindeseye me thinks, 
A moving Acmy —_—_ Hoſtia. 
A 


5% 


e1Y4806y t 
$i]. Olikelyhood, an Army from Claud;us. 
Emp. Senlelefſe Cornuto, he's to confident, 
He ha's roo great affiance in my love. 
Pro, His Cotnucopiaskull feares prodigies, 
Men. Alas, bis hornes fork'd like an aged Oake,' 
Are growne too great,to huge to enter Kore. 
Val. O migitic hornes, 
Pro, © monſtrous Majeſtic, 
Sil. Scofte of glory. 
Emp. My fcorne, 
Come,come lets dance, Muſicke proceed, 
Claudius my bate ſbaſl withthe next ſun bleed. 
The dance ended, Alarim 
within. 
Enter Sulpitius bl ſword drawne. 
Sulp. Haſt,haſt to ſave your ſelves, we are betrayd, 
The armed Troopes of Ceſar enter Rome, 
Fly or their brandiſht ſesle will guirt the Court, 
Paſt all eſcape. 
Emp. Denfe,deafe me O thuunder 
B:crayd, O blacke afright,fly Silize flie, 
Exeunt Senate and 
Curterani, 
Sil. What to out live my Fate ,no,vou of 
The Senate fly, fly all,ſtand not amaz'd, my 
mighcie Miſtris,endanger not your felfe, 
Exccllent Empreſſe,Sulpitius be your guard, 
| , Exeunt Empr.and Sutfitius. 
But wbyyon ſad copartnets in my t3ll, 
Whyand,you thus plung'd in the panting depth 
Of deepe.amaze, coll? your ſpirics and 
Parfue your ſafetie. 
Fat. What?fly ?,., 
And leave you here i firſt with this hand 


] 


_— - 


Dd 


Meffſalina 
T'le teare my bowells out, and ſacrifice 
My heart's laſt leave to life, 
Pro. To fiye from yon, 
O 'twere the loathſom'ſt ſcumme coward ere lapt: 
Mex. Blacke blots of infamy to eridlefſe fame 
Wu'd write our Epitaphs,if baſely flye, | 
Where were the noble mindes of Brurns then, 
Brave Caſſiuand T'ytinxzivs hate to life, 
Si. 'Our deaths ſhall be more glorious, far lefſe i]] ; 
Yee will we dic,arm'd with a world of yalour, 
Not like thoſe deſperare foeles, which by their 
Owne ſwords fall;we are too deepe in lvſt,to 
Sucke ſuch backe damnation, that were horrid. 
The ſoule,the all chat is the beſt in man, 
Tells of rvvo oppoſites, life and death in death, 
True ſorrow for lifes death miſſelead in life, 
That's perfe& valour, makes men bravely dic 
Thar iiv'd not ſo, when the (elfe yiolent death 
Iz but a baſtard yolour. Wu. 
Enter with weapons drawne, Emperour Clauden,”' 
Narciſſus, Gdbſtas, with ſouldiers. | 
Emp. Nuy you luxurious traytor,Emperonrt . + 
Siligs 3 your highnefle gates at length are forc d 
To bow. wher's your top pallant trumpet, that + 
Strumpet, witch, hell-Car'3 moſt inſatiare vhore 


That ever cleay'd to the loynes of Letchoes, . 


cl| me ye impious villens, Lraycrous ſlaves,  r ++ 
That I mayexccute my burning hate») - 1 
And ſend ye ſwimming in.her blood to hell. > .. 

Sil. Claudins Jet it ſuffice, ſho isnot berc .. +. © 
Spit all thy venom 3 be it a Sex of rt E554 
Poyſon ler it fall, here's none will Chrinke ; our 
Bloods are all roo-rauch enobled,into 
Theeniinent temper of - Monarchces» ” 

3 » 


The Tragedy of 


Todread reſpeAleſle death. 
Pal. None here bur ſcornes 
To plead with humble baſenefſe, low ſubmiſſion 
For miſerable mercy. 
| Pro. None here complaines upon the enticements 
Of your Emp'refſe,that were too baſely yile, | 
Aen. We win no glory in our deaths by that, 
Ourſelves againſt ourſelves give guiley, 
Onely beg mercy from the Gods, (change 
Sil, Of you our quicke diſpatch. tarte lifes ex+ 
Por a delicious death; which if [ thought 
Should feede upon delay.by all thats ſacred 
Thus weaponleſſe,we a]l would force 
And cut our way to death through ſome of you, 
Emp. Ifret with ſufferance, upon 'em ſouldicrs: 
| Souldiers wound them, 
$4. O raviſhing content, 
Val. Fulneſſe of joy, 
My lufifull oud flowes from me, man's nerve bleft, 
Y'ill freed by death;logkt from the worlds unreſf, Di e 


Pro. Man is t0 man a monfler bearted flone, 
With heaven ther's merty,but with man ther's none. 
Fan Dies, 

Mev. T his Tragick end isthe moſt welcome part 
I ever grac'd with aRion z 'tis the beſt, ] 
O bomojragilhh, pet: voluptates abeuntes. 
Ma0 is an Aor,and the world the Stage, - - (rage, 
Where ſome do laugh; ſome weepe,ſome fing, ſome 
All in eheir Parts. duting the Scene of breach 
AR follies, ſcourg'd by the Trapgedian death. 
My Sun is {ct in blood; fly ſoule and catch 
* At more glorious being, farewell breath, 
* Man's never inthe way'to joy tiltdeath. - Dies. 
Sil. Why like a wore crawling twixt life & death 
Am 


_— OD -* «a Aa« E*©@£#aÞ .c.. 


M efſallins 
Am I thus for ©'d ; T muſt, T will not die n= 
$o like a beaſty the lofty Cedar and the aged Oake, 
Cuft with inceſſant ftormes ſhall repreſent | 
The fall of Silius; what ? wil't not do? no ? 
Shall my death then preyaile aboye myminde, 
O fad condition,miſery of life. 
Expence of blaud faints me,and yet T and, 
Seagoer in ſpight of death; lifes threads uncur, 
pe | What meanes this Riddle? are the Fates allcepe ? 
:- | Sodrunke at fight of this ſad ſpe&acle, 
I muſt awake their waking z I'meabus'd, | 
W' cre are thou, thou inviſible threefe 3 Jeane 
Roguel dare thee to this combite, why ſlave, 
Dog,coward,daſtard Death, rio no ; whſ#then 
O kind beſt loving death; if valiant, if - 
Thou be that ſole conquerour of Kings time 
Speakes thee for ? prethee,bur for ane bout, 
' , Tlz not refiſt,fcarſe able to Rand; open 
| Breaſtcd,rake all adyantage,disjoynr the 
Chaine of inauſpicious fan ,ferrering 
# | Myover wearied fleſh with life,one thruſt 
Put home will end me. 
Emp. Sinke him ZEvodius. - 
Sit. Thruſt home and ſure, 
Why {o; defire now followes my bloud, 
Farewell world-piQure of painted folly, 
| Frame of woe palerylife,1 gladly ſhake chee of, 
| Emer Sylleva ruming. 
Syll. Hold, hold for pirty hold. 
Sil. Ir is roo late. : 
Too late Syllana my moſt yertuous wife. 
Sy. O my deare husband, flint hearted Ce/4vs 
, Was not this husband wrought by the Circeay 
Charmes of thy the divell; ——_ hath bin, 
4 4 


The 
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The fall Engine of my husbands finne, +, - 
Ghe from my heart hath torne away this peatle _..; 2 
More pretious then the world, O my deare loves: :1:: 


1 doe beſeech thee ta beare up in death, _ | 


Shoot thy pale lookes through my aMfifted ſoule, 'r:'7 
Whoſe fighes and teares & prayers kaitup in groanet” 
Aſcend yon ftarry globe unto the Gods. ;. 524 
'T he good good Gods to pardon thee wy love. 

Sil. Like a ſpeny T aper onely for a flaſb, 
J doe recover to embrace thee ſweet :_ 
Forgive me injur'd excalence;conſtane wife, | 
T ake from my lippes (deare heart) a parting kifle. '77 
Cold as the dead mans Skull 3 nay weepe nor ſweet -- 
There is divinity in tharweeping eye, | 
Prayer on thy lip,and halinefſean thy heart; 
'T he Divecllscannorifap 1 flactex thee, 
Nor this abufive,ſcornefull, dull darke Age, : 
Taxe me to ſay it never, never can; . 
Not out of all the Catalague of women, 
Pick ſuch a Phenix $aing farth as thy (clfe. 
In thee, bright heavens m9Je/{/64eemminence, /d* 
Li ves ry ſupporting prop apaioſtall ll | 
To take me upto mercy. 7 

Syl. Stay, O ſtay, | 
And take me with thee up to me1 cies (eate, 
For when we arethere, I knowwe ſhijl cor 
Part thus 5 O be j8gone;the ſtrings of lic 
Arecrackt;T'le not outlive thee; nozrhy lofie 
Moſt noble husband, wafts my (aulc the way 
To tereternall reſt, breake heart, ſwell griefe, 
And mount me 10 ray love; T neede not TI, 
The þurnivg coaks of Portia, Lacrece knife, 
One kiffe vwle do't;thus ends Syens's life. Diex. 

3 3-5) £19 | Enter. 


- | 


| 


Caefſalins 
' Enter Pallgs, with IV agilianur,Colphurnienut © - 
and Supt dah eg : ; HUE  Þ 
Pall. Live-coyall. *rour long and ha ivey (it 
Toadde OT behold I bring ry Ws 
The approbrious Faftion unto Silius, a 4 1 
Emp. More blood unto this banquet welcome, what 
Virgtianus ſograve a Senator. MT 
$9 trech'rous, ſcry'd you as Bawdes to ſooth the 
Mihdes of Letchers, Calphurniayuus and I 
Sulpitius too ; oF with their heads,amray 2 8 
(yith themybe (uddainegtherunne of vengeance: - 
Now begins coſtoope broache with the of 
T heſe;vaine inconfiderate fooles. LA 


Nar. My Lord, | | = i 
The Core of luſt ſill lives, time was Rome brags'd Fj 
Of theſe"dead corpes for the moſt vertuous yoarhs' i 
It ere brought forchyrill your leud Emprefſle © # 
Poyſon'd their. bloods with her bevyieching luſt, - |? 

Emp. Where is that wretch ? : F: | 
Pal. Priſonerquy Lord,ſafe im. Lucalls's garden | b 

Erp.Remove theſe bodies, her bloods the period | p 
To my ſull reyenge, tic” DELEE 

.. -- Emer /ibidis 0:30 

Vib. Mercy great Emp'rour, wercy forthe love * | 
You beare unto your hopefull rpyall iflue, | 
Lovely Britquicu,ſweet Oflavid,, © | 
And for that admiration of her ſex. £Y I. 
Their mothers mother vertilous Lepidg YAIO q: 
She that hath ſay'da hundred virgins from | 
The racke of zape,for that tne. peircing motive | i 
Mightie Lord; O be _in:your great mercy K 
Pleas'd;togive your Emp'refle audience, j 
» ki, My Emp*relle, - KA 
She is no more my Emp'reſle, het blackelife 
Loſt in luſt,hath chang'd that name inte an 

| _*  eSthiogs 


The Trazedy of 
«£tbiept blackneſfſe;yet for thoſe Infants ſake 
For Lepida,and for the love we beare A | 
Youriholy order we will heare her fpeake, | 
Narciſſu,azainſt to morrow let her 
Have warning to appeare in Senate, | 
2! if gOf16- 3: E-xetnt omg. 
Nar. I but ſuch warning as ſhe ſhall nere come there 
hor; 60 | Manet Narciſy. 
Ve giveno truſt to thoſe her whorilh eyes. 
+ She will bewirch thee Ce/ar,mollifie 
Th» flmt hearr; if rhey e're peece agen 
Off goes my bead 3- Tie not abide the Teſt. 
The reconcilement of adrab of tate, 
Tripr, ith' height of pride when roprtwith pleaſure, 
O'*rwere fins foole ſtate pollicy to truſt 
Raiſ-qb1t declining tempeſt to her height, 
But I'le be no ſuch prefdentyit ſmacks 
Too mich of the great diſh of foole for me, 
And if I doe, may thunder finke me. Ext, 
= '<Extef. Meſſallina, Lepids. 
'Meff, Prevented with a ſtorme in Sunſhine, 
Froſt in the heare of all our happineſſe,- 
O fire and Ice,O how betyeene theſe two 
Sad (marting ſtrange extreames 1 madly live 
Tortur'd in mind.and blood. 
Lep. Tothis,if ral'd by me you nevre had plung'd 
Bur thats too late nowzO ſtrive to repent. 
Meſ]. Repearradivell, 
Tell not me mother of repentance, 
Earzhs pleaſures are rofull of high content» 
To be forgot by ſuch a birter Pill. 


# Actin cedow UL Neff properaviiet ; ver forgh pernte) 
in 4ccu/eerem, Tecit. p 
Praj 


m—_ mm _ 
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CAMefſabins 
Pray give ſome better ſolace, what returne 
wakes Roms grave Matron your friend Fibidir, 


: | Can ſhe with all her holinefle of life, 


Procure our pardon is that pofſible, 
Lep. Onely a day of hearing that's all,which 
You muſt arme vour ſelfc for*gainſt to morroe, 
Meſſ. O what alightnings this tomy (4d heart 


| My heavie heart, will Ceſar heare me ſpeake, 


. . | Nay then T am ſure of reconcilement. 


My quick- Ey'd ſence, and Syrens tongue ſhall work ie 
Charming like Lethe make him to forget | 
My Crywengfl life,then my rich Revenge 
Like to the Plots of thundring Jupiter 

| þ Horrid Mojche. 
Shall -—— ha, what horrid found is this, 
What dreadfall fight thug quakes me. 


lev. O'Tis a gailty conſcience.” | 
*  T wo Spiyits dreadfully 'enter and (to the Tree 
Violin and Lute) fing '« ſong of deſpave, 
during which Lepiga fits weeping. 
Song. | 


r. Spir. Help'eſſe wretch defſpaire, deſpaive, 
2. Spir, Foole to live, why draw'ſt thon Ayre. 
x. Spit. Friendsall are dread, 
Friends all ate dead,thou haſt noue. 
2. Spir, Theſe that ſeem'd like Chaffe are llowne. 
1. Spir. They die, O-- die, 


Die--O die. 
2+ Spir. 'T' better die they live diſgrac'd, 
| | Tei and glories all defac'd. 
wk I, Spir. Thy pride of ees, 
... » Thyprideof eyes, 


4) 
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Which world of hearts bave fier'd 
Gon is their glory now no more defir'd. 

2. Spir, Then die—0-die 

T, S Ir. Die--0--die, 
Die be free fab exempt 
And [carne the baſe worlds baſe contemitt. 

1..Spir. Come live with mlive with m, + 

Live with us, w.th Spirits dwell, 
Life is a lake of woe continual bell, 


* After this ſong (which was left oye of the Play inn * 
gard there was noxe could fing is Perts,) Enter thi|r; 
Ghoſts of the murdered Roman Dames,Siliu,Y/ alens.| 

. Proculus, Meeſter Sauſellas, two Ruff.unes and\\; 
' Bawd,they ſurrepndber with their T orches. F 


Mef]. Swallow mecarth, gape gape and ſwallow e 
g 


-Kxevnt. 


Hide me from (light of this ſad ſpeRacle, 
Ne ? why then duc atetill you burſt agen ul 
"Tis wuc,l was your deaths chiefe AfQtor 
Miſchiefes chiefeEngine,ruine of you all by 
Suid faciam? ubiſugiam, bjgC illic, Tc 
Ubinam neſci0,0 dira Fata.” Exeunt G/-oſhs, [ful 
Cloſe eyes and never open, all's yanifht now. Fa 
T* vas bur the perturbation of my minde [ 
So ler ie paſſe-- what agen, ' Tc 
Enter Narciſſus and Evoduu whiſpering. 

Lep. Tis a guard, + 
I teavethe Emp'rour in his minde is chang'd 
And this ſome ſudaine ph to take your kte, 


Evod. Wirhin this houre my Lard, 
Enter Head/iman with Scaffold and a Guard. - 
Near, Let it be ſoy 208 b 
By that time hither 1 wileonduA th'Emp'rour 
In ttCinterim cut her off, when ſhe is dead 
Narciſſu 


Meſſallina 
x arciJus with his owne [ayes many a head, 
Me/J], A Headſman and a ſcaffold are theſe for me, 
Evod. For thee thou woman all compos» {of ſuſt 
loudy infatiate Monſter of thy Sex 

ſee here thy ſtage of death,be ſure todie, 

thou haſte reſpite giventhee for to pray 

4nd aske the Gods forgiyeneſle, thinke it 

\ world of favour and be ſuddaine, leaſt 

nprepar'd we force yuu to the blocke. 

w.1* Lep. O be nor wholly loſt die refoſute, 

[f thou reſpe& rhe wombe that brought thee forths 
'Gller chy faults ripe in At,be blowne to Are. 
N]Through faire repentance. 

"| Me//, How can that be ? 
md [im nor onely Autor of all Ml, 

[s it not I that have prepar'd the paths 
an [ſo the looſe life of all licentiouſneſle, 

Blacke murder,luſt,and rapes unſpeakable 

[Why doe I live?I that haye liv'd too long, F 
Worthy a thouſand deaths; [| feare not death PB 
but O the journey I know not whether, |: 
Torments me more thentwentic thouſand deaths | 
þ, [tur hove ſo &'re it mult nor be deni'd, | 
Fall thenmy earthly ſubſtance; thus low bumbl'd 
'Ler my declining Beight ſubmit my head 
To rake an everlaling have of life. 

Shee mounts the Scoff0'd, ſubmits 
her head ro the blocke, _ ſod- | 
daialy rift leaps downg, 'Þ 
mm olive Sword aud 
weunds ber ſelfe. 
' Lepida que florents filia baud concor 5, Supremis ejus noceſiird- 
tibus ad miſcrationem eviffa erat. Tactt. 
"Tune primum fortunsm ſuam introſpexit, frufira jugulo «e 
peltori per tr epidationem admovent; iti Tribuns ransfght » 
Tacer, L1bett. Hold 
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The Tragedy of 
Hold,our bloudss to precious we will not die 'S 
Solike a Calfe,nor by the hand of any 

Bur ourownezthus and thus,O this cold ſtecle 
Hove it offends wy ſleſb,] wane full firengrh 
Toput it home 5 if chou be yaliant and atouldier 
Helpe to diſpatch me j that was bravely done 

O wy mad luſt whicher wilt thou beare me , 
A dimme blacke fogge rais'd from the Lerzcan Fen 
Obſcurcs my Gght; farewell deare,deare Mother, 
HadI beene rul'd by you, 1 had beene happy 
Now juſtly ſcourg'd for diſobedience, ' 
A Caitiffc moſt accurſt ſhe is no other | 
That {cornes the vertuous counſells of a Mather ; 
Sofarcvvcl] light of eyes,nc'r rointice, | 


Horrour inyades my blood, 2m all Ice. Die} 
Euter Emperour, Narcifſ as, Pallss, Califias | 

_ with alfendants, | 

. Is ſhe then dead, ; | 


Eved. And that deſperat]y by her owne hands. 
Lep. O Ceſar gtant tl is Torps tomy diſpole. 
Emp. *Tis at your free diſpoſe convey her hence, 
And now ſince we are free by faire revenge 
Never ſhall marriage yoake tiie minde of Ceſar 
Totruſt the hollow faith of woman more, 
Andifwe doc; may Heaven by treaſon foule 
Shorren our dayes;the ſequell of our raigne, 
Shall rothe good of Rome ſuppreſle blacke vice, 
Kingdomes are (wallowing gulpbes by carelefſe rule, 
Inftice makes Kingsthe Gods to immitate, 
FVene in Princesjc the prop of fate. 
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Ur Play is done, now what your cenſures ae, 
1f with, or againſt Arts i dufiriegthe care 
Joke by the Author (audour paines to p'eaſe) 


Wt hacw not yet, till judgement give ms eaſe. F | 
Why ſhould we doxbt ? this Theater do's appeare I 
The Muſiche Rome of concord ; you being bere. Ul 
\ Let no barſh jarring jound of dy{cord then, : 
| Echo aiſlikezclaps cr0wne the T ragicke Pen. 
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The R oman Empereſle. 
\s it hath beene Acted With gene- 


rall applauſe diyers times,by the Com- 
pany ofhis Majeſties Revells. 
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afar rapitnr miſer extinguendas, 
_ _— By go 19. 


Tho,Cotes for Dariel Ns the 
:d Bull in Littly Britzoine, 164% 
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TO ” 

THE RIGHT 

| HONOVRABLE 

AND TRYVLY NOBELE: 
MINDED, J0HN 


C A RT,, VISCOVNFT 
ROCHFORD, © 


Mh Lord, | - 
Our right Noble wit- 
ling minde (though - 
ſerious occaſions cou 
| | not permit you)to ſee 
this Tragedy 4A#ed, emboldens 
| me (through the confidence I | 
4 - Ms. - have 
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The Epiſtle 


 havein your ſweet diſpoſition) 


to preſent it uaroyon, the Heire | 
os of _ Great and | 
Noble Family : Emperatricis” li- 
bide, periculoſiſama eſt, witneſle | 
Valeria Meſſallina, her Luft and | 
Ruleover doating Majeſtie. This 
ecſtified by Remes Hiſtorians, 
(Tacitus, Suetonus, Pliny , Plutarch 
and Juvenall) the world( unlefle 
among the crooked conditions | 
of the Envious) may (being ho- 
neftly opinionated )' perceive, 
that the ſole Ayme of my diſco- 
very herein, no otherwiſe tends 
then to ſeperate Soules from the 
diſcovered Ewill, the ſupprefſli- 
on of Yice, and exaltation of Vere 
we, fight from finne for ſar 


Dedicatory. _ 
of Iudgement ; which ſeriouſly 


conſidered in 4 Noble nature. The 
gloriow Strumpet, ſparkling 1n 


beautie and deftructien can ne» 
ver have power to tempt: This 
Play upon the Stage, paſſed the 
generall applauſeas well of Ho- . 
norable Perſonages as others: 


And my hopeis,the youre will 


| proveno leſle plealing to your 
Honour. Two paſlages arepaſt, 


the Stage and the Preſſe,nothing 
is abſent now burtthe gentleap- - 
probation of your Lordfhips 
clemency to confirme the in- 
deavour of him that truly is 


Tony Lordſhips true 
Homenrer, 


Nathanael Richards. 


